School Board Meeting
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5:30 PM

What’s happening:
The following students earned their ServSafe Industry Certification as part of the
ProStart/Culinary Arts Program. Rebekah Hyman, Michael Roach, Natasha Emeline, Carlie Nelson,
Haylee O'Connor, Karsen Berndt, Michelle Burkhalter, Abby Enninga, Maxen Evens, Natalie Murray,
Heather Nudd, Ashlee Schrempp, Aislin Svara, Gracie Williams.
Perfect Attendance for 1st semester:
Shane Curtis (12), Chloe DePew (12), Jack Fowlkes (9), Deron Graf (11), Andon Hammerstrom (9),
Neriah Hoegen (10), Analuisa Larson (12), Jayden Lienau (9), Elizabeth Ogden (12), Desirae Ownbey
(10), Kendall Peldo (12), Zoltan Pierce (10), Allen Svara (11), Alexis Wulf (11).
Coleen Keffeler, who administered the National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC) test for
the juniors, was delighted with how our students performed on the test, and the results are as follows:
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Zoey Snyder was selected for All-State Band for flute. Matea Gordan was chosen as one of
two South Dakota students for the United States Senate Youth Program. She also receives a monetary
scholarship with this honor. Rio Snyder is a top-three winner of the annual Voice of Democracy
Scholarship. This award is from the Veterans of Foreign Wars District 10 and Auxiliary.
Our Youth Internship class is sending 42 students to different businesses throughout the area to
get experience in various career fields. This allows students an opportunity to experience different
career fields and to find their interests.
The Speech and Debate team continues to win events each weekend and prepares for the
state tournament on March 4 & 5 in Harrisburg.
State One-Act was February 3-5 in Rapid City. Our students performed ‘Aunt Leaf’ at state,
and had three performances at the Community Center. The results were outstanding and
congratulations to Shawntera Kennedy and crew. Technical Theater-Costume superior – Journey
Johnson. Ensemble superior – Alayna Lemcke, Jag Weyer, and Cyrus Lyons. Individual Actor superior –
Carlie Johnson, Brooke Holly, and Dylan Chamley. Plus, a Superior Show.
The Wrestling Team is winding down their season, and regions are February 19 in Rapid City.
The State Tournament is February 23-25 in Sioux Falls. The girls’ and boys’ basketball team continue
their season with the So-Dak 16 games on March 4 & 5. In Rapid City and Sioux Falls, their State
Tournaments are March 10-12 and 17-19, respectively.
Benson Workouts continue to thrive as we average 117 student/athletes per week who attend
the workouts. Out-of-season athletes attend four times per week. In-season athletes attend the
workouts 1 to 3 times per week, depending on their game schedule. The in-season athletes’
attendance is outstanding, with above 97% attendance. Many athletes that miss a workout during
the week set up a time with the trainer to come in on Saturday for make-up.
National Signing Day was last week, and Konner Berndt, Ridge Inhofer, Dominik Smith, and
Braden Temple are signing letters of intent to play sports at the next level.
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The Buildings and Grounds Department is in the process of exchanging fire extinguishers to updated
ones. We have had both the boiler inspectors in our facilities making sure we are compliant. We are in the
process of taking the recommendations from them and creating an action plan for the upcoming months.
Along with that emergency lights and fire suppression and annunciation panels are tested.
The snow and cold always seem to dictate a lot of the department’s day to day duties. It has been a
relatively average year and the crew is working hard to change routes and personnel to better serve the
district in snow removal. Repairs of the heating systems have been slower this year also.

The department is working hard to get information gathered for the upcoming Capital Outlay projects the
make the process as smooth as possible.
The Grunwald roof and SBHS #4 roof replacement are going in front of the board to advertise, as is the
Sturgis Elementary custodial contract.
The crew has been at Hereford installing new flooring and fix drywall in order to paint. The project also will
include putting in some new lighting.
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Re: Meade 46-1 School Board Report
From: Jeff Ward, Curriculum and Technology Director
Subject: February 2022 Board Report
January In-service
At the January in-service, time was spent having teachers work on yearly pacing guides for the South
Dakota State Content Standards. The district has created course planners to identify what is covered in
each course offered which included the State Content Standards covered during that course. The South
Dakota Department of Education is asking that there is timeline showing when each standard is taught for
the course. Principals met to discuss the best way to address creating the timeline. Beth Johnson
provided a template that could easily be used for teachers to check which week each standard is taught,
and principals helped coordinate this at their building during the January 17 in-service day. These
documents will be used for the South Dakota Accreditation Review to be held during the next school year
(2022-2023).
February In-service
Any additional work on the standards timelines will be done in the afternoon of the February 18 inservice. From 8:00-11:00 a.m. that day, Jimmy Casas has been contracted to speak to all teachers at the
Sturgis Community Center Theatre. Mr. Casas has done a lot of work with school culture and has the
following believe statement, “No one went into education to be average. Those who have fallen to
average have simply lost their way. We believe great coaching can inspire educators to want to be great
again and leave a lasting legacy!”
Jimmy Casas will spend his three hours with Meade staff discussing the following:

The 3 C’s for Student Success - Connected, Confident and Capable
As educators, we must recognize that no child wants to be a failure. However, in schools across the
country, students are failing and being sent out of the classroom at alarming rates due to their behavior.
Classroom management is at a critical point and the fate of students' learning is on the teacher and his/her
ability to implement and apply effective strategies to address a student's behavior in a kind, caring, and
restorative manner rather than a punitive approach. If you’re the type of educator who wants to inspire
greatness in every student who passes through your classroom door, this professional learning opportunity
is for you. You will learn what it takes to raise expectations for all students, foster the belief in one’s
ability to achieve, and create an environment where students feel connected, confident and capable of
learning and at high levels, regardless of their behavior.
Jimmy served twenty-two years as a school leader. He is a best-selling author, speaker,
leadership coach, and a state and national award-winning principal. Under Jimmy’s
leadership, Bettendorf High School was named one of the best high schools in the country
three times by Newsweek and U.S. News and World Report. Jimmy was named the 2012
Iowa Principal of the Year and was runner-up NASSP 2013 National Principal of the Year.
In 2014, Jimmy was invited to the White House to speak on the Future Ready Pledge.
Finally, in 2015, he received the Bammy Award for the National Principal of the Year.
https://www.jimmycasas.com/about
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Date: February 7, 2022
To: Mr. Don Kirkegaard and School Board Members
Subject: School Board Report
USDA has issued a new final rule for nutrition requirements in school lunch
programs effective for the 22-23 and 23-24 school years. This rule:
1. Allows 1% low-fat flavored milk instead of only nonfat flavored milk.
2. Allows for 80% or grain items to be whole-grain rich instead of 100%.
3. Holds the sodium level requirements where they have been since 2012,
instead of forcing programs to adhere to stricter level two requirements.
Sodium limits for lunch will be reduced in the 2023-24 school year by 10%.
These changes will not significantly affect lunches in our district. Where we already
meet the higher standards, we do not see any need to go backward unless supplies
of our current products become unavailable.
We have begun to purchase local fresh beef patties each week for all schools. We
will be receiving Supply Chain Assistance (SCA) funds to assist in purchasing local
minimally processed foods. The purpose of the grant is to offset the supply chain
issues we have been battling, while encouraging local food purchases. We expect
to receive just over $51,000.00 for the district which will be used to purchase local
beef patties, milk, and fresh produce.

Respectfully submitted,
Rhonda Ramsdell
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To: Mr. Don Kirkegaard
From: Ethan Dschaak
Re: Board Report
Date: 2.10.2022
2022-2023 State Accreditation:
We were recently informed that the Meade School District will be up for state accreditation next
school year. In an effort to get out ahead of this we have begun preparations. We have directed
our PASS Team (Preparing All Students for Success) to begin the curriculum mapping process to
ensure that we are appropriately addressing all South Dakota State Standards. This will continue
to be a focus for upcoming in-service dates.

Parent / Teacher Conferences:
Parent / Teacher Conferences are quickly approaching. We will conduct our conferences the
week of Feb. 21-25. This is a great opportunity for parents to interact with their children’s
teachers and determine the degree of success as well as the challenges that their son or daughter
currently face academically.
State Testing Preparation:
During in-service Patti Marso (3rd Grade Teacher) helped the staff with the process of spring
state assessment preparation. Each year, leading up to the testing window, teachers will take
their students through the process of taking the assessment. This is a necessary process as
certain technology skills must be addressed in order for our third and fourth graders to
successfully navigate the test.
Students of the Month:
During the month of January students are selected for Student of the Month based on Respect.
. Second
Third
Fourth
Olivia Morgan.
Tripp Burress
Arabella Farley
Wyatt Farley
Kassh Middleton
Eva Darrah
Marcella Langstaff
Paxton Skinner
Jude Bergstrom
Henli Radway

Ali Byrum.
Beck Johnston.
Raleigh Ross.
Riley Herndon
Alivia Leidholt
Jackson Morgan
Christian Rath
Madison James
Paxton Anderson
Josie Woidt

Emmersynn Connor
Leon Hayford
Rylan Torno
Kenli Christensen
Ethan Krenn
Kaida Knodel-Boyer
Ellie Waider
Hannah Huck
John Patton
Dusty Lefebre

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: David Olson
Subject: February Board Report
Date: 2/7/22
FLL State
Students from SMS competed in the First Lego League State Championship on January
22nd, which was held virtually this year. Of the two Stagebarn teams that competed, one
took 12th place, and the other took 17th. Nice work Stallions!
Parent Teacher Conferences
SMS will conduct parent teacher conferences in the same fashion as the Fall conferences.
In-person conferences will be offered on Thursday, February 24th. Advisory teachers will
reach out to all of their advisory students’ families and offer to schedule a zoom or phone
call meeting if they do not want to attend in-person conferences. This method was well
received in the fall by most families who appreciated the flexibility and choice.
COVID
The number of positive COVID cases at Stagebarn has dropped off considerably since a
peak in mid-January. There are currently no positive cases reported at Stagebarn, and we
are hopeful that we can continue to keep everyone healthy and attending classes at
school.
Testing
We have set the dates for SD Assessment testing, and are working with staff to get
students prepared for those tests. A select group of 8th graders will also be participating in
NAEP testing on March 1st.

Students of the Month
5th Grade
Grit: Renee Hooper
Curiosity: Lane Holzer
Responsibility: Wyatt Rundell
Kindness: Gunner Bennett
Compassion: Ava Tobin

6th Grade
Grit: Dylan Jeans/Mia Yellowhawk
Curiosity: Miranda Jacobs/Gage West
Responsibility: Alexandria Burdick/Leighton Moore
Kindness: Kowen Williamson/Alliyah Briscoe
Compassion: Cole Seidl/Khloe Kerner

7th Grade
Grit: Eli Fisher
Curiosity: Jackson Gaeta
Responsibility: EJ Brant
Kindness: Joslyn Page
Compassion: Kendal Blair

8th Grade
Grit: Shason Timm
Curiosity: Carsyn Kostaneski
Scooper: Morgan Langstraat
Stallion: Ava Gideons
Compassion: Kayliegh Williamson
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To: Mr. Don Kirkegaard
From: Chantal Ligtenberg
Re: February 2022 Board Report

Fourth Grade Spelling Bee: On January 13th, we had 15 finalists chosen from a preliminary written
spelling test that all 4th grade students completed, compete in our school spelling bee. The 15 finalists
were as follows: Lily Meunier, Mason Maag, Kiendeirak Ontiveros, Quintin Tullis, Noah Bergstrom, Alex
Werlinger, Harper L’Dea, Joyleece Michael, Truett Thompson, Liam Eixenberger, Easton Bush, Kaiden
Kinzler, Paige Abell, Riley Davis, and Sadie Goodman. The winners of our spelling bee that will
represent our school at the Regional Spelling Bee are Liam Eixenberger, Mason Maag, and Lily Meunier.
Family Engagement Night: We postponed our movie night planned for January 20th due to Covid
numbers in our community. We are rescheduling at a later time.
PTA Book Fair: PTA will be holding an online Scholastic Book Fair during the week of parent/teacher
conferences.
P/T Conferences: We will be having our conferences on the two nights scheduled. Parents will have
the option of in person or phone conferences.
S.D. State Assessment Preparations: Technology skills will be highlighted this month for all 3rd
and 4th grade students to better prepare them to take the S.D. State Assessment. The
computer teacher is offering special sessions to these classrooms.
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Assessment: In February, fifty of our 4th
grade students have been randomly selected to complete this assessment.
Scholars of the Month: (Students selected based on “Character Count” traits the student is
exhibiting)
Kindergarten
First Grade
Second Grade
Oliver Willard
Chandler Ryan
Sophi Dower
Boon Spiering
Bryson Mitchell
Norah Voight
Lincoln Wilson
Harper Abell
Abrianna Huggett
Jackson Pawlowski
Riley Walker
Sawyer Thompson
Madelyn Oshanick
Knox DeJean
Mairead Barnhart
Third Grade
Lilyann Hines
Christopher Grife
Kodi Pierson
Rylee Markielowski

Fourth Grade
Corbin Dodson
Pate Gunderson
Brady Lewis
Willow Nikkila
Trady Limpy

To:
From:
Re:

School Board Members
Chrissy Peterson
February 2022 Board Report

The Sturgis Rally Charities made its yearly donations to organizations of the
Sturgis area. Our nursing staff received $5,000 for the dental mobile unit that is
scheduled twice a year for Meade School District. The unit will next be at Piedmont
Valley, March 14th and 18th. After this dental bus week, we will have received over
1 million in dental work on our students from Delta Dental. AMAZING! OVER-THETOP FANTASTIC!
Special Services is gearing up for our annual campaign that will be implemented
in the school buildings March 2. It is time we SPREAD THE WORD>>
INCLUSION. Each poster will say: I CHOOSE TO INCLUDE! Soon, you will see
posters, bookmarks, announcements, and banner pledges in our buildings with the
message of SPREAD THE WORD >>INCLUSION.
The South Dakota School for the Deaf Hearing Mobile Lab will be set up at Sturgis
Elementary, March 15th, Whitewood Elementary March 23rd, Piedmont Valley
Elementary and Stagebarn Middle School April 14th. All Kindergarten, 3rd and 5th
graders are screened. In addition, a free hearing screening and diagnosis
is offered to students in the Meade School District, with identified hearing
problems. The School for the Deaf Hearing Mobile lab has two licensed
audiologists, who perform free diagnostic audiological exams. In an effort to
expand audiology services and educational outreach to all children with hearing
loss across South Dakota, the mobile hearing lab was developed to travel to school
districts throughout the state.
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“WE ARE AN EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO EMBRACING LEARNING, INSPIRING INDIVIDUALITY, AND
EMPOWERING STUDENTS.”

”

73 students from SWMS earned a perfect 4.0 GPA for the 1st and 2nd quarters!! Way to work hard!! We are
very proud of you!!
Other Items:
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

The staff at SWMS/SIS are participating in a
Wellness Challenge. The goal is to
better ourselves by adding up daily points
in: Self Care/Physical Activity/Healthy
Habits.
SWMS would like to thank Lynn’s Dakota
Mart for donating hand sanitizer for our
teacher.
Mr. Nelson and Mrs. Young will have a
Band Concert in the Williams gym on
February 8th at 6 PM.
Mrs. Ferguson has put together a ‘Sweet
Heart’ challenge for student to guess the
picture of teacher from when they were
young.
Mrs. Severson bought her students from
last year a pizza party for completing a
reading challenge she started in 7th grade.
We will participate in a Winter Olympics
with games and prizes on February 9th.
Mrs. Hill’s Drama production will perform
on February 17-18 at the Community
Center.

Dylan Goetsch will be filling in as our SRO for the
month of February. Matt Jacobs is in guard duty for a
year. We welcome Dylan to our staff!!

6th Grade girls participate in Mrs. Cammack’s
Girls ONLY Flex-weightlifting class.

