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No hunting near high school
Hunting will no longer be allowed on the land surrounding Sturgis
Brown High School as a result of recent action by the Meade School
Board. “Evidently hunting has taken place for a long time on our
property at the high school campus,” said Superintendent Don
Kirkegaard, who is beginning his second year as superintendent. “It
is my understanding that the majority is archery hunting, but there is
also shotgun hunting of deer. All school lands must be a weapons
free zone according to federal law,” he said.
School Business Manager Brett Burditt pointed out that the land
surrounding the high school is Meade School District property, not
School and Public Lands property. The 495.2 acres of land was
deeded to the school district in 1968 by the U.S. Department of
Health, Education and Welfare.
“Our insurance company said we probably never should have
been allowing it in the first place, and that we need to change it
immediately,” Kirkegaard said. “This is not a reaction based on inappropriate action by the bow hunters; it just isn’t prudent to have a
hunting facility adjacent to the high school.”
“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”

School closings and inclement weather
Any closure of district schools,
altering of bus routes or early dismissals due to hazardous weather
or other emergencies that threaten the health or safety of students
and district staff will be decided by
Meade
Superintendent Don
Kirkegaard.
Notification of this action will
be submitted to radio stations
KBHB (810 AM), KOTA (1380
AM), KAT (98.7 FM), FOX (100.3
FM), KIMM (1150 AM), KKMK
(93.9 FM), KKLS (920 AM), KRCS
(93.1 FM), KSQY (95.1 FM), KIQK
(104.1 FM) KTOQ (1340 AM),
KDDX (101.1 FM), KZZI (95.9
FM), KDSJ (980 AM); and television stations KOTA, KEVN, KNBN
and KELO.
Cancellation and closure information will be posted on the
Meade School District website. To
access that, click on the link:
www.meade.k12.sd.us/parent/cancellations.htm

This information will also be
disseminated to parents through
the parent notification phone service SchoolReach. This service will
simultaneously call all the phone
numbers in the district's contact
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list, delivering a short recorded
message from the superintendent.
When weather conditions are
threatening or marginal, the
superintendent and bus contractor
are in constant communication.

Parents and Guardians
Call your child’s school to make
sure your contact information
including phone number and
email is up-to-date.
If school is closed during the
day and buses can't run, parents
are responsible for arranging to
get their children home. Meade
District officials suggest that parents make prior arrangements for
bad weather days, which includes
discussing the arrangement in
advance with their children and
the school.
Parents and patrons are

reminded that because the school
district encompasses more than
3,100 square miles, weather conditions may vary from school to
school. Because of the interconnected nature of the Meade
School District bus routes, it is
impossible to cancel or dismiss
classes on a school-by-school
basis; rather, this must be done on
a district basis.
Technology allows the monitoring of weather conditions and
the gathering of current data
regarding forecasts. But no
amount of technology or weather
condition analysis applied to the
district at large can take the place
of parents who wish to exercise
their own judgment at these
times.
If parents wish to keep a child
home or to have a child dismissed
early, it is within their right to do
so. Under those circumstances,
the absence would be excused.

Annual report is now available
The sixth issue of the Meade School District Annual Report is
now available. This report to the public is a compilation of information from the 2011-2012 school year, and represents a comprehensive look at the district from the many perspectives that represent the
educational process in the Meade School District.
Contents range from activities, achievement and attendance
information to finances, facilities and food service facts. Included are
the Dakota STEP results and accountability report.
The annual report is available at libraries in Piedmont, Sturgis,
Whitewood and Union Center, and at the Meade County
Courthouse, all district schools and area real estate offices, to list
just a few locations.
The annual report can also be found on the district website. To
access that, click on the following link.
www.meade.k12.sd.us/offices/communications.htm
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District enrollment up by more than 120
For the second year in a row,
Meade School District enrollment
is up. This year's official count is
2583 - 122 more students than
last year.
"This increase is very positive
information," said Superintendent
Don Kirkegaard. "We couldn't
ask for anything better." At a perstudent allocation of $4,491, this
increase equates into almost
$550,000 more in state aid.
Kirkegaard pointed out that
the kindergarten numbers are up
significantly from the previous

year and because of the increase
at Sturgis Elementary and
Piedmont Valley Elementary, an
additional kindergarten teacher
was hired at each site.
The largest increase in enrollment is at Sturgis Elementary where
there are 57 more students than last
year for an enrollment of 718 in
kindergarten through fifth grade.
Piedmont Valley Elementary
has 35 more students for an
enrollment of 493 in kindergarten
through sixth grade. Twenty-two
more students are enrolled at

Sturgis Williams Middle School
for a total of 485 in grades six,
seven and eight.
The official enrollment for the
rural schools is 89, an increase of
10, while Whitewood's enrollment
of 114 in kindergarten through
sixth grade is six more than last
year.
Sturgis Brown High School
has 20 fewer students for an
enrollment of 672.
The official enrollment also
includes 12 out-of-district students.

TDaP booster shot clinic is Nov. 15 at SWMS
A TDap booster shot clinic for
Sturgis Williams Middle School
students will be held from 2-4
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 15, at the
school. TDap stands for tetanus,
diphtheria and pertussis (whooping cough). The booster is provided free from the South Dakota
Department of Health.
According to health officials,
whooping cough cases are on the
rise. In South Dakota, reported
cases are up 87 percent over the
five-year median, with 56 cases
reported as of Oct. 3. Pertussis
causes uncontrollable coughing,
rib fractures, pneumonia, loss of
consciousness and even death.
The Department of Health
also provides free pertussis vaccine for children, with doses recommended at 2 months, 4
months, 6 months, 15-18 months,
and 4-6 years. Children need the
complete series to be fully protected. Because immunity begins

to wane at 11-12 years of age, a
booster dose is recommended.
Colleen Winter, director of
health and medical services for
the South Dakota Department of
Health, said the booster does protect middle school students from
the disease and increases the ring
of protection around vulnerable

infants. "Because whooping cough
is highly contagious and spreads
easily in the school setting,” Winter
said, “immunizing the older age
group also helps decrease the
likelihood of outbreaks."
The consent forms are located on the Meade School District
website www.meade.k12.sd.us.

Holiday soup supper is Dec. 9
The 20th annual Music Booster Club-sponsored Holiday Soup
Supper and Music Festival will be held from 4-7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9,
at Grunwald Auditorium in Sturgis.
Menu items include choice of three difference soups served in a
warm bread bowl, fresh vegetables, beverage and dessert. Musical
entertainment will be provided by members of the choirs and bands
at the high school and middle school as well as the drum line and jazz
band from the high school
Tickets are $7 each and may be purchased at the door, from any
middle or high school music student, or by calling Sturgis Williams
Middle School at 347-5232 or Sturgis Brown High School at 347-2686.
Proceeds go toward music education, trips and scholarships for
students in Meade School District.
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This Old School House
June 10, 2002,
meeting of the
Meade School
District 46-1:
Piedmont
School Committee: Chairperson
[Dennis] Thuringer reported that
the platting of the Old Piedmont
School property has been completed and that it will be presented
to Meade County officials for
approval before it can be offered
for sale. The Board discussed the
benefits of holding an auction as
opposed to offering it for sale
through a sealed bid process and
questioned the addition of
covenants as conditions to the sale.
July 8, 2002 meeting:
Dennis Thuringer reported that
the Meade County Planning
Board approved the platting of the
old Piedmont School pending the
location of the well and drain field.
The committee is working to provide that information so that the
property can be declared surplus
and offered for sale at the August
Board meeting.
Aug. 19, 2002 meeting:
The Old Piedmont School
Committee members presented
their recommendations regarding
the disposal of this property now
that
the
Meade
County
Commissioners have approved
the revised survey and plat. Before
the property is sold, it has been
determined that a new well should
be drilled since the well for the
existing Piedmont School is on the
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property that will be offered for sale.
The administration and Old
Piedmont School Committee members will consider adding covenants
to the condition of the sale.
Motion by [Rod] Martens, seconded by [Carl] Wahl, and carried
to declare the Old Piedmont
School building and one acre of
land as surplus. Motion by
[Dennis] Thuringer, seconded by
[Kristin] Maag, and carried to
appraise the value of both the
building and land at $20,000.
Motion by [Jeff] Manley, seconded
by [Dennis] Thuringer, and carried
to offer this property for sale at
public auction with a sale price
minimum of 80 percent of its
appraised value.
Motion by [Dennis] Thuringer
seconded by [Sue] Davies, and
carried to authorize the administration to proceed with plans to drill a
well for the existing Piedmont
School, with a pre-approved
expenditure limit of $12,000.
Oct. 8, 2002 meeting:
A
motion
by
[Dennis]
Thuringer, seconded by [Carl]
Wahl, to approve the covenants
and restrictions on the Old
Piedmont School property as presented and to authorize the business manager to file such
covenants with the Meade County
Register of Deeds prior to the sale
of the property. Motion by [Jeff]
Manley seconded by [Sue]
Davies, and carried to amend the
original motion so that the property description in the covenants

would include a specific measurement. The original motion carried.
Nov. 12, 2002 meeting:
The business manager reported that the auction of the Old
Piedmont School and property
was successful. Phillip Anderson
of Piedmont was the successful
bidder, and the final sale amount
was $38,000.
April 10, 2003 meeting:
Rick Finn from Coldwell
Banker Real Estate Agency asked
the board to consider providing a
location on the east Sturgis Brown
High School campus for a large
equestrian center that has
become available for purchase.
The land in question is currently
being leased to Western Dakota
Vocational Technical Institute. A
committee of Wahl, Chowen and
Koontz will study the issue and
make a recommendation.
May 13, 2003 meeting:
The board accepted the recommendation of a committee
appointed to study a proposal that
would have required the purchase
and relocation of an equestrian
facility to the high school east
campus. The committee recommended the board take no action.
SBHS Principal Rich Deaver stated that he was happy with the
board's decision to take no action
on the equestrian proposal as he
feels the land around the high
school could eventually be used to
a greater benefit to the district.
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Schedule of
Music Programs
The public is invited to the following music programs to be held this fall and winter throughout
Meade School District.
Novemberfest, featuring the Sturgis Brown High
School jazz bands and German Band, will be held
from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 15, at the Sturgis City
Armory on Main Street. The winter concert of the high
school band will be 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 3, at the
Sturgis Community Center Theatre.
Sturgis Elementary School first grade Christmas
program will be 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 6. The second
grade program is 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 6. Both
programs will be held at the Sturgis Community
Center Theatre.
Piedmont Valley Elementary holiday concert, featuring students in third, fourth, fifth and sixth grades, will
be 9 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, in the school’s
multi-purpose room. In case of bad weather, the alternate date is Dec. 14.
Sturgis Williams Middle School winter choir concert will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 10, at the
Sturgis Community Center Theatre.

November-December 2012, January 2013

The Whitewood Elementary program and
Christmas musical will be 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 14.
Location is the Whitewood School gym.
The winter concert by the Sturgis Brown High
School choir is set for 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 17, at the
Sturgis Community Center Theatre.
The programs for the rural schools follow:
Opal-6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 12 at the Opal
Hall.
Atall-6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 14 at the school.
Hereford-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 17, at the Hereford
Hall.
Elm Springs-6 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 19, at the
Elm Springs Hall.
Enning/Union Center-6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 20, at
the Central Meade County Community Center, Union
Center.
The Middle School band concert is 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 28, at Grunwald Auditorium.
Participants include students from Sturgis Williams
Middle School, Whitewood Elementary and
Piedmont Valley Elementary.
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Free and reduced-price breakfast and lunch
are available in Meade School District
Free and reduced-price
breakfast and lunch are available in the Meade School
District to students from families
whose household income falls
within eligibility guidelines.
The district is able to offer a
lower cost or no charge for
these meals because it participates in the National School
Lunch and School Breakfast
Programs, both of which are
federally-assisted programs.
The reduced price for breakfast is 30 cents while the cost
for a reduced lunch is 40 cents.
The full price for those meals
are $1.40 for breakfast and
$2.60 for lunch.
For those who have applied
or are thinking about applying
for free or reduced-price meals,

the application is good for only
one year.
If you applied and were
approved last year, you need to
reapply this year. If you applied
this year and were denied, you
can reapply if your situation has
changed or if you are now
receiving combat pay. If a
spouse is deployed to a combat
zone, that combat pay is not
counted as income for the purposes of this program.
In certain cases, foster children are eligible for free or
reduced-price meals regardless
of the income of the household
in which they reside.
Not only do the participating
children receive a nutritionally
balanced meal, but the school
district benefits when a high

number of students participate
in the program.
Those benefits include an
increase in Title I services,
additional federal funds for the
food
service
department,
increased eligibility of the district for federal and state grants,
and an increased reimbursement rate of costs relating to
school internet use and phone
services.
To access the eligibility guidelines and to apply for free or
reduced-price meals, click here:
www.meade.k12.sd.us/offices/food.htm

The applications are also
available at all schools and the
District Food Service Office.
For assistance in completing
the application, call the food
service office at 347-3601.

Judges needed for senior presentations
The senior English teachers
at Sturgis Brown High School are
in need of people willing to judge
students' oral presentations for
their senior cumulative projects.
The presentations will take
place Tuesday through Friday,
Dec. 4-7 at the high school.
All senior English students
must complete a cumulative project, the purpose of which is to
demonstrate their knowledge
and maturity gained during the
course of their education. The
project is a four-part process, the
last step of which is the oral pres-
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entation. The other steps include
an annotated bibliography, a
research paper, and project or
product that is an extension of
the research.
Each student will speak
about the research paper, product application, lessons learned,
and any challenges encountered
while doing the project. Upon
completion of the 8-10 minute
speech, the judges will ask questions about the different phases
of the project.
To serve as a judge, contact
Kate Fjelstad, Tere Froelich or

Megan Jones, the senior language arts teachers at the high
school, at 347-2686.

SBHS Senior
Experience Fair
Public viewing of the
Sturgis Brown High School
senior experience projects
will be held from
6:15-7:15 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 3
at the
Sturgis Community Center
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Cultivating learning in a student garden
After months of growth and being tended to over
the summer by teachers and school families, the
fruits of last spring's labor are finally being realized
by the students at Sturgis Elementary as they are
now harvesting and eating produce from the school
garden they planted last spring.
The idea for a garden first began two years ago.
"Students were inspired to create a space [between
the new and old school buildings] that was as attractive and useful as the other spaces in the school,"
explained third grade teacher Cheri Isaacson, who
is spearheading the project. "It was during our life
structures unit, in which we were learning about
seeds and gardens, that students thought a garden
would make the space more attractive," she said.
A yearlong brainstorming process followed.
Students grew a variety of seedlings that were sold
at the local farmers market and with that 'seed'
money, some donations and a grant, everything fell
in place for last spring's planting, which included

sugar snap peas, beans, tomatoes, carrots, cucumbers, basil, rosemary, cilantro and flat leaf parsley.
Isaacson hopes the garden space becomes an
outdoor, hands-on learning area where students
can apply their knowledge of seeds and plants, discovering their benefits to nature and humans.
Studies have shown that school gardens are a vital
educational tool. Every seed planted sprouts a new
opportunity for kids to cultivate healthy eating
habits. In addition, students learn about complex
topics like sustainability and conservation, food systems and community awareness.
"I also hope it becomes a space where students,
teachers and community members work and learn
cooperatively and collaboratively," said Isaacson.

Paul Hight and Sidney Peterson, in the photo above,
harvest vegetables which were sampled that same day
at lunch.
Levi Magelky, left, cuts basil, flat leaf parsley and mint.
The herbs were then available to staff for a donation, with
the money raised given to the local Kiwanis Food Pantry.
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American Education Week is Nov. 11-17
Nov. 11-17 marks the 91st annual observance of
American Education Week - a time for saluting the
schools and the relationships among all school
employees, students and parents.
The theme for the weeklong observation, “Great
Public Schools: A Basic Right and Our Responsibility,”
highlights the importance of bringing together educators, school staff, parents, students and communities
in a unified effort to build great public schools,.
The theme also calls upon all Americans to do
their part in making public schools great for every child
so that they can grow and achieve in the 21st Century.

The celebration features a special observance
each day as follows:
Tuesday, Nov. 13: Parents Day
Wednesday, Nov. 14: Support Professionals Day
Thursday, Nov. 15: Educator for a Day
Friday, Nov. 16: Substitute Educators Day
Local students have made table tents for area
restaurants and businesses highlighting the week’s
events.
Parents, patrons and community members are
invited to visit the Meade School District schools to see
for themselves the good things that are happening.

Volunteers are needed to record books
More than 4,000 books have
been recorded for use by students in Meade School District
since last November through a
project developed by district
reading and testing coordinator
Guyla Ness in response to the
school board's adoption of a new
language arts curriculum.
Ness decided to create audio
files of all those new books. Once
the books are recorded, the audio
files are put on computers at

each school where they can be
accessed by all teachers for student use.
Ness explains that listening to
audio while reading a book reinforces skills being learned by the
student.
"Reading is a complex
process and requires that students know numerous skills in
order to learn and advance," she
said. "Listening to storytelling and
reading aloud also familiarizes

students with the language. By
having audio files, students can
make gains in vocabulary acquisition because listening to stories
also increases fluency and comprehension," she said.
There are still approximately
300-400 books yet to be recorded, so volunteers are again needed to help with this project.
To volunteer to read or for
more information call Ness at
347-4454.

Mobile Dental Bus returns to Meade District
The Dakota Smiles Mobile
Dental Bus will be returning to the
Meade School District Nov. 5-9
when it will be stationed at
Sturgis Elementary School.

Because of its relationship
with local dentists, many of whom
volunteer their services, the program is able to offer cost effective,
high quality oral health services to

Substitute teacher training is Jan. 11
A training for persons wishing to serve as substitute teachers in Meade School District will
be held at 9 a.m. Friday, Jan. 11,
in the Williams Administrative
Building, 1230 Douglas Street,
Sturgis.
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The purpose of the training is
to review the district’s substitute
teacher handbook and to answer
questions about local procedures and policies.
For further information call
the district office at 347-2523.

children who would otherwise go
without. Those services include
cleanings, preventive services, fillings and oral health education,
and are available to students who
have not seen a dentist in two
years, or who live more than 85
miles from a dentist.
For more information or a
copy of the consent forms, call
the school nurses' office at 3472610. The consent forms are also
located on the district website:
www.meade.k12.sd.us
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Scooper
yard signs for sale
The Sturgis Booster Club is selling Scooper yard signs
as a fundraiser for the Habitat for Humanity house currently
being built at the high school by the students enrolled in
geometry-in-construction course.
"This yard sign project is a win, win, win all the way
around," said Booster Club spokesperson Terry Hermann,
"because the students in the woodworking/cabinet making
class at the high school are making the signs."
The yard signs, which are $20 each, can be purchased
at the Booster booth prior to all home varsity basketball
games and wrestling matches. For more information call
Hermann at 490-1179.

SBHS
instructor
Jon Swan,
above,
talks to his
students about
how the
finished signs
should look.

Giving a
second coat
of paint to the
wooden stakes
for the yard signs
are, in the photo
at the left, Tyler
Patterson and
Rowen Drury.
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Deb Kerstiens is new assistant director
of Meade Special Services Department
"I love my new job," said Deb Kerstiens
work requirements and supervise all speabout her new position as assistant to the
cial education paraprofessionals. She will
director of special services for Meade
also continue to serve as the district’s 504
School District.
coordinator, overseeing that section of the
Even though this is her first job in
Rehabilitation Act and the Americans
school administration, her 10 years as a
With Disabilities Act that aims at preventspecial education teacher at Stagebarn
ing discrimination against individuals with
Elementary and three years as district
disabilities in programs that receive direct
intervention specialist and 504 coordinator
or indirect federal funds.
will serve her well. "Throughout my 13
Ultimately, Kerstiens is responsible
years with Meade School District, I have
for
assisting
in the development, impleDeb Kerstiens
been continuing to learn about all aspects
mentation and maintenance of all aspects
of education, from curriculum to challenging behav- of the special services programs.
iors," she said. "I knew that having a wide variety of
“Since special services is the largest departtraining and education would benefit both our stu- ment in the district, it is imperative we have a strong
dents and my ability to work with students, parents person in this position,” said Peterson, “and Deb
and teachers. I am able to transfer my strengths as Kerstiens is that person.”
a teacher into helping other special education
Kerstiens, who began her new job July 1, has a
teachers build their skills," she said matter-of-factly. bachelor's degree in elementary and special educaAs assistant to Special Services Director tion from Black Hills State University, Spearfish, and
Chrissy Peterson, Kerstiens will oversee the Birth to a master's degree in elementary administration
3 and preschool programs, coordinate the pre- from the University of South Dakota, West River
school and kindergarten screenings, organize the Graduate Center in Rapid City.
extended school year services, manage the
She replaces Chantal Ligtenberg, who held the
Teacher Mentoring Program, assist new staff mem- position since its creation 5 ½ years ago and who is
bers with special education questions and paper- now the principal at Sturgis Elementary School.

Comic fable ‘Fools’ hits the stage Nov. 9
The Sturgis Brown High
School Drama Department will
present "Fools" by Neil Simon at
7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Nov.
9-10, at the Sturgis Community
Center Theatre.
This comic fable takes place
in Kulyenchikov, a remote
Ukrainian village that, from all
appearances, is idyllic. However,
the tragedy of the villagers' lives
is that they've all been cursed
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with chronic stupidity for 200
years. Out of desperation, they
hire Leon Tolchinsky (Seth
Gerberding), a school teacher, to
break the curse. What they don't
tell Leon is that if he fails in his
efforts, he, too, will become stupid. Moreover, he has just 24
hours to put an end to the curse.
In addition to Gerberding, cast
members include Jessica Steffen
Schepers, Snetsky; Marshal Smith,

Magistrate; Brendon Cerveny,
Slovitch; Cole Sawyer, Mishkin;
Willow Cowherd, Yenchna; Chris
Wheeler, Dr. Zubritsky; Tess Jones,
Lenya Zubritsky; Katie Meirose,
Sophia Zubritsky; and Jordan
Smith, Gregor Yousekevitch.
Director is June Dill.
Admission is $5 for adults and
$3 for students in kindergarten
through twelfth grade. Scooper
activity tickets will be honored.
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Doug Miller Foundation donates $4,500
The Doug Miller Foundation, represented by Bruce and Colleen Miller, left, and Marne Miller Jones, right, recently
presented $4,500 to Piedmont Valley Elementary School for playground equipment. Piedmont Principal Ethan
Dschaak, far right, honored Doug’s memory and his family at an all-school assembly where he presented them with
a plaque. Dschaak also unveiled a display case containing some of Doug's personal items that will be located in the
school. Doug, who was a member of the 1994 Super Bowl champion San Diego Chargers, died when struck by lightning while camping in Colorado in 1998. He attended Piedmont Elementary School, Sturgis Williams Middle School
and Sturgis Brown High School, graduating in 1988.

Subscribe to ‘In Touch’
The Meade School District newsletter In Touch is now an electronic edition only.
To have it automatically sent to your inbox, a subscription page has been created at
http://www.k12.sd.us/Listserv/MeadeInTouchNewsletter.htm.
Fill out the form on that subscription page, or send an email to listserve@k12.sd.us with the
following in the message body: subscribe MeadeInTouchNewsletter
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Students pull
together to
remove weeds
"We had a positive effect on
the environment today and that
feels good," said Sturgis Brown
High School sophomore Jacob
Simmons about the noxious
weed removal project in Vanocker
Canyon in which he and 30 other
classmates recently participated.
Under the direction of SBHS
teacher Kristin Wheaton, students in biology 1 and advanced
placement biology at the school
learned how they can play a role
in maintaining biodiversity in
Vanocker Canyon while observing the destruction that invasive
species cause to the ecosystem.

Blade Stotz and Jordan Lienau write down the compass readings for the transect line. Also pictured is U.S. Forest Service employee Rylan Sprague.

After the students learned
how to operate a GPS, U.S.

Free pulling the noxious weeds tansy and toadflax at the Meadow
Creek Site in Vanocker Canyon is Todd Wilen.
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Forest Service employee Rylan
Sprague came to the school to
talk about the use of GPS, transect lines and data collection
methods. Sprague also gave the
students background information
about the weeds they would be
targeting which included yellow
toadflax, Canada thistle, mullein
and common tansy.
Once on site, Sprague talked
about the hazards the students
might encounter and what they
can do to minimize them. He
then demonstrated how to 'free
pull' the weeds.
The students found out that
pulling weeds by hand is time
consuming, but that it's the safest
way to eliminate weeds growing
close to desirable plants without
WEEDS: See Page 13
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WEEDS: Maintaining biodiversity
risking injury to the plants' roots. "I think that our
work day did make a huge difference," said sophomore Kylee Keffeler. "When we got there, the tansy
was overflowing and by the time we were done,
most of the tansy was pulled and cleaned out.
Although the work was long and hard, I think that we
made a big difference in the health of that area."
After GPS marking the occurrences of the noxious weeds within transects, the high school students used Forest Service guidelines to collect plant
data. Once recorded, the plants were removed by
hand. "One of my desired outcomes of this project,"
said Wheaton, "was to improve student graphing
and data collection skills. I think we were successful. I also wanted the students to learn that math, an
integral aspect of science, has connections to
everyday life and is used in many career fields,
including the Forest Service."
Wheaton hopes this project can be ongoing. "In
the spring semester," she said, "I would like a different group of students to return to the area to report

Continued from Page 12

how much growth has returned, which will indicate
how successful our efforts were this fall. They will
then take a new section of land and follow the same
protocols."
Wheaton received a $2,700 grant from Toshiba
America Foundation which funded the purchase of
the GPS units and the transporting of the students
to Vanocker Canyon.

In the photo on the left, Cassidy Makor, Felicia Swallow and Addison Anderson count the noxious weeds that are in
the 'U' along the transect line. In the photo on the right, Cayden Noble and teacher Kristin Wheaton set up a transect line.
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Fallen Heroes exhibit
makes stop at SWMS
The students and staff at Sturgis Williams
Middle School had the opportunity to pay tribute to
and honor the 35 South Dakota service members
who were killed during Operation Enduring
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom when the
Fallen Heroes banner display was on exhibit at the
school.
Each 6'x3' picture banner lists the name, rank
and hometown of a fallen hero. In addition to
Sturgis' Christopher Soelzer, included in the display
is a cousin of a SWMS teacher and a high school
classmate of another staff member.
Said one middle school student, "This local connection makes the exhibit much more meaningful;
these soldiers made brave sacrifices."
Eighth-grader
Jessiah Jones,
above, looks
at the memory
book, which
was created
by the
families
of the fallen
heroes
and which
travels with
the banners.

In the photo
at the left,
seventhgrader Bobby
EagleTail
pauses to
read the
information on
the banners.
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Auditions are Jan. 7 for children’s
theatre production of ‘X is for Zebra’
Students from Sturgis and
Whitewood are invited to audition
for the Dakota Players (formerly
the South Dakota Children’s
Theatre) production of “X is for
Zebra.” Auditions will be 3:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 7, in the gym at
Sturgis Elementary School.
No preparation is needed;
those attending the audition
will be asked to speak, sing
and dance, and the cast will
be chosen immediately that
evening. Rehearsals will be
held every day that week after
school. Children cast in the
play are expected to attend all
rehearsals, so parents are
asked to check for conflicts
before allowing their children
to audition.
From auditions and rehearsals
through the final performance, this
weeklong residency gives children
a chance to learn what it’s like to
take part in a professionally produced stage musical.
The following is a synopsis of
the musical. “Out on the African

Savannah, there are some things
everyone just knows are true.
Meerkats are social, lions have
pride, hippos are big and zebras
have stripes. All zebras except
Xena, that is! Xena was born with-

out stripes - and, to make matters
worse, she spells her name with an
"X" not a "Z" like zebras should. It’s
just too different! It’s just not right!
What is a zebra without its stripes?
“Xena struggles with who she
really is as she listens to others tell
her who she is supposed to be.
How can you be comfortable with

your place in the world if you don’t
know who you are? As she meets
character after character (and boy
do we mean characters!) she sees
that everyone has unique attributes and captivating quirks.
“Life on the Savannah is an
exotic, electric dream, but the
Savannah of our dreams is
not always peaches and
cream. There are tough
issues of self-image, friendships and peer pressure that
we all must face. In the end,
the truth is that ‘you just gotta
be you’ and it never ever hurts
to have a sense of humor
about life!”
Performances will be 7
p.m. Friday and Saturday,
Jan.11-12,
at
the
Sturgis
Community Center Theater.
This production is made possible by The Sturgis Area Arts
Council, with support by the State
of South Dakota through the
Department of Tourism and State
Development, and the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Financial aid night is Monday, Jan. 14
A financial aid night for senior students and
their parents will be held at 6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 14,
in Room 111 at Sturgis Brown High School.
Peggy Kuch from Great Lakes Higher
Education Guaranty Corporation will present information on the types of financial assistance available, how to apply for financial aid, and what to
expect once the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) has been submitted. The

November-December 2012, January 2013

FAFSA form must be on file before a student can
qualify for any grants, scholarships or loans.
Representatives from area financial institutions will
also be present to explain their financial aid programs.
Juniors and their parents are also welcome to
attend this informational session. For further information, call the high school student services office
at 347-2686.
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Dakota STEP scores continue to improve
The recently released report card for the Meade
School District shows that students tested last
spring continue to improve in both reading and
math.
The report card, from the South Dakota
Department of Education, is a compilation of the
results of the Dakota State Test of Educational
Progress (STEP), the state's assessment tool that
measures progress in reading, math and science of
students in elementary, middle school and high
school as required by the federal No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) Act.
According to the report card, 83.15 percent of
Meade District elementary students are advanced or
proficient in reading while 80.45 percent of middle
school students are advanced or proficient in reading. The NCLB target in reading for those grades is
79 percent. Statewide, 77.23 percent of elementary
students and 75.39 percent of middle school students were advanced or proficient in reading.

The NCLB target in reading for high school students is 75 percent. At Sturgis Brown High School,
73.38 percent achieved at the advanced or proficient levels compared to 70.57 percent statewide.
The STEP results in math show that most
Meade District students are exceeding expectations
in that subject. The target in math for elementary
and middle school students is 81 percent. In the
Meade District, 82.60 percent of elementary students and 78.76 of middle school students tested
advanced or proficient. Statewide those figures are
77.77 percent for elementary and 77.72 for middle
school students.
On the high school level, 62.59 percent of SBHS
students are advanced or proficient in math.
Statewide that number is 69.95 percent. The NCLB
target for high school students is 75 percent.
To view the report card and assessments for
each school, go to the district website:
http://www.meade.k12.sd.us/parent/nochild.htm

Meade School District Math Results
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Meade School District Reading Results
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Hereford students say ‘thanks’
All 18 students from the two-teacher Hereford School came to a recent
meeting of the Meade School Board to thank the elected officials for the
recent improvements to their school.
This past summer, major maintenance work was undertaken at the
Hereford School, which was built in the fall of 1962. The school was painted inside and out, new carpet and linoleum laid, and new windows and siding installed. In addition, a modular unit from the Stagebarn facility was
moved to the site where it, too, received new siding. Sidewalks, a ramp,
parking area and storm shelter were also added.
The school was built at its present location, 35 miles east of Sturgis,
due to the availability of water and central location to the students at that
time. An addition was added to the school in 1968.
The current location of the school is where Hereford High School once
stood.

Hereford School second-graders Landon Martin, front right, and Luke Thompson present clip board thank you gifts
to Meade School Board members, from the front left, Juanita Harrington, Don Williamson, Courtney Mack, Bob Burns
and Wanda Blair. In the top photo, seventh-grader Jade Graham explains to the board members how the clip boards,
with attached class photo and personal letters, were made.
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High school FFA members selling fruit
The Sturgis Brown High School FFA fruit sale is
now underway.
The following are available by the box or bag:
Texas Rio star grapefruit, $30/$8, and California
naval oranges, $30/$8. Also available are 20-pound
bags of Colorado russet potatoes and North Dakota
red potatoes, $12 each. Washington apples (golden,
red and granny smith) are available in two sizes: a
large bag of 22 for $15 or a small bag of 11 for $8.
Meat sticks are also being sold this year at a
cost of $22 for approximately 40-50. Also available
is a gallon tub of popcorn for $10.
Gift boxes are also available. The regular gift

box costs $20 and includes four each of red apples,
golden apples, navel oranges and grapefruit. The
deluxe box, which costs $25, includes four each of
red apples, golden apples, navel oranges and
grapefruit plus 12-ounces of sausage and 16ounces of cheese.
Money raised is used to fund FFA activities and
student travel. Some of the money is also used for
the FFA banquet and the purchase of awards and
plaques.
Deadline for orders is Nov. 28. For those not
contacted, call the high school at 347-2686 and ask
for Duane Cunningham, FFA adviser.

Meade School District calendar for 2012-13
The following is the approved Meade School District calendar for the remainder of the 2012-13 school
year. There will be an early release day on Wednesday, Nov. 21, which is the day before Thanksgiving.
Piedmont Valley Elementary School will dismiss at 11:50 a.m. for K-2, 11:55 a.m. for 3-4 grades, and noon
for 5-6 grades. All other Meade District schools will dismiss at 1 p.m. and buses will run accordingly.
Because of the early release, there will be no late activity bus that day.
Any snow days will be made up by adding additional days at the end of the school calendar. Furthermore,
Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 14, and April 1 will be used as make-up days if more than three snow days have
been used prior to Jan. 1, Feb. 1, March 1, or March 28, 2013.

Inservice Day

(no school)

Nov. 2, 2012

Parent-Teacher Conferences:

(Continued)

Early Release Day

Nov. 21, 2012

High School: 4-7 p.m.

Feb. 12, 2013

Thanksgiving (no school)

Nov. 22-23, 2012

All Schools: 4-7 p.m.

Feb. 14, 2013

Christmas Vacation

Dec. 24-Jan. 4

Presidents’ Day

Jan. 18, 2013

Inservice Day

Jan. 21, 2013

Spring Break

Inservice Day

(no school)

(no school)

M.L. King Jr. Day

(no school)

Parent-Teacher Conferences:
Elementary Schools: 4-7 p.m. Feb. 11, 2013
Middle School: 4-7 p.m.

Feb. 12, 2013

November-December 2012, January 2013

(no school)

(no school)
(no school)

Feb. 18, 2013
Mar. 13, 2013
Mar. 14-15

Good Friday/Easter (no school)

Mar. 29-April 1

Graduation

May 19, 2013

Last Day of School

May 23, 2013
In Touch

19

Directory for Meade School District
Schools
Rural Schools
Bev Rosenboom, principal............................269-2264
Atall....................................................985-5916
16375 Atall Road, Union Center, S.D. 57787
Elm Springs.......................................798-2492
21309 Elm Springs Road, Wasta, S.D. 57791
Enning................................................985-5364
Highway 34 Box 22, Enning, S.D. 57737
Hereford.............................................985-5380
15998 Cross S Road, Hereford, S.D. 57785
Opal....................................................748-2426
18010 Opal Road, Opal, S.D. 57765
Union Center.....................................985-5367
1700 Highway 34, Union Center, S.D. 57787
Office..................................................985-5532
Piedmont Valley Elementary School
16159 Second Street, Piedmont, S.D. 57769
Ethan Dschaak, principal..............................787-5295
Sturgis Brown High School
12930 E. Highway 34, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Toll-free 1-888-568-3514
Jeff Simmons, principal.................................347-2686
Don Lyon, assistant principal........................347-2686
Mike Paris, activities director.........................347-4487
Academy............................................347-9349
Sturgis Elementary School
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Chantal Ligtenberg, principal........................347-2386
Ann Nonnast, assistant principal...................347-2386
Sturgis Williams Middle School
1425 Cedar Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Toll-free 1-888-567-8274
Lon Harter, principal......................................347-5232
Ann Nonnast, assistant principal...................347-5232
Whitewood Elementary School
603 Garfield, Whitewood, S.D. 57793
Bev Rosenboom, principal............................269-2264

Superintendent
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Don Kirkegaard........................................347-2523 x2
Toll-free 1-877-522-6251
Business Manager
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Brett Burditt..............................................347-2523 x1
. Toll-free 1-877-522-6251
Buildings and Grounds
12940 E. Highway 34, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Cody King, maintenance foreman.................347-2649
Communications Office
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Kristine Hubbard......................................347-2523 x3
Curriculum and Technology
1610 Fulton Street, Sturgis**
Jeff Ward, director.........................................347-4454
Food Service
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Joe Schaffer, director....................................347-3601
Nurses’ Office
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Randi Oviatt..................................................347-2610
School Social Worker
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Ginger Johnson............................................347-2386
Special Services
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Chrissy Peterson, director........................347-2523 x4
Deb Kerstiens, assistant director..............347-2523 x4
Sturgis Bus Company
2237 West Sherman, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Einar Mortenson, owner................................347-5066
Woodle Field
600 Woodland Dr., Sturgis**.........................347-2003
**Not a mailing address

