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“WE ARE AN EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO EMBRACING LEARNING, INSPIRING INDIVIDUALITY, AND
EMPOWERING STUDENTS.”

”

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: Chad Hedderman SWMS/SIS Principal
Subject: Board Report

7th grade girls 4x200 relay broke the 1993 school
record with a time of 1:58.4!
L-R: Ky’Asia Jones, Faith King, Tori Williams, and Lily
Aga.
8th grade boys 4x800 relay broke the 2005 school
record by 15 seconds, with a time of 9:11.38!
L-R: Carsen Wolter, Manny Jaramillo, Tyler Petrocco,
and Ty Ferfuson.

Other Items:
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

New Hires: Gina Soriano will be our new
Art teacher, and Jennifer Cummings will
teach 7th grade ELA! Welcome to the SWMS
family!
Band Concert will take place May 6th in the
Williams gym.
8th Graders will take a tour of SBHS on May
10th.
4th graders from Whitewood and Sturgis
Elementary will be visiting the 5th grade the
week of May 17th-21st.
5th and 6th grade will have Rally Days at the
city parks on May 12th.
7th and 8th grade will have Rally Days at the
city parks on May 19th.
The SWMS PTA reconginzed our staff for
Teacher Appreciation Week with
doughnuts and treats.
SWMS Student Council recognized the bus
drivers from Harlows.

Jaxon Cano broke
the 2006 100m
hurdle school
record with a time
of 18.2 sec.

SWMS students perform in front of the student body and
parents during the Talent Show held May 5th.

Board Report – May
Todd Palmer
Director of Activities
It is hard to believe that it is May already. This year has flown by.
After a couple months of not being too busy with home activities May is slammed with all kinds of
activities.
Both the girls' golf and track and field programs have battled mother nature all spring and if one was
keeping score, mother nature would be ahead on the scoreboard.
The girls' golfers continue to see improvements in their scores. Last Friday (April 30) the Scoops hosted
9 other schools at the Sturgis Invite. They will continue to play through the month of May and finish their
season in the first week of June with the State AA Tournament in Brookings.
The track program continues to be flexible and we are getting meets in when we can. Last weekend we
sent a group to Sioux Falls to compete in meets over there as well as sending the athletes that did not go
to Sioux Falls to Kakoka to compete at that track meet. The 4x200 meter relay team ran the 5th fastest
time in school history at the Dakota Relays and Lexi Long threw a personal best of over 36 feet at
O'Gorman.
The music programs are taking advantage of the restrictions being lifted and getting in programs that
they have so badly been starved for all year.
Drama just completed thier annual Children's Show this last week putting on three performances on
Monday and Tuesday.
FCCLA and FFA both attended their State Conventions and gained valuable experience and had a great
time.
Our Pro Start Students were not able to attend their competition this year, so we put together a "Top
Chef" type of competition where the students created their best burgers and a side. I was privileged to be
asked to be one of the judges and experience the excellence that you all experienced at the retirement
recognition.
The close of school will be coming quickly and with that comes the State AA Track and Field Meet which
will be hosted once again at Woodle Field. This will be the first time that both days will be held here in
Sturgis and we look forward to hosting our AA brothers and sisters.
As always it's a great day to be a Scooper.
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This spring feels much more “normal” than last year!!!
The crew has been extremely busy with preparing Woodle Field for a busy season. We have a total of 7
track meets scheduled, including hosting the State Track meet this year. We also have rally days and
picnics to prepare for.
Concerts and graduation also keep the crew busy with the moving and setting up of stages, risers, and
band shells in several locations.
The mowing is off to its usual start with the first fertilization completed and many rainy and sunny days.
The department has taken on a new role of working with the custodians as we bring them back under the
Department of Buildings and Grounds to try to help Administrators to have more time to deal with
education in their facilities.
We have also had one retirement in Doug Draine. We have hired for the maintenance position and are
excited to welcome Tim Hughes to our crew. Ethan Brennaman will also return for his third summer to help
with the ground.
We have two action items on the agenda to continue to progress in the need to help with HVAC at the
SBHS facility. We are asking the board to allow us to advertise and go to bid on this in the month of May,
so we can have it installed by the beginning of the school year. We are also working in all the facilities by
adding MERV 13 filters and programming AHU’s and VAV’s to give us proper air exchange.
We are excited for the summer and are continually working with staff and contractors on several capital
outlay project to be completed this summer also.

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”
Jeff Ward-Curriculum/Technology
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, SD 57785
Phone: (605) 347-4454 - Web: http://www.meade.k12.sd.us

Re: Meade 46-1 School Board Report
From: Jeff Ward, Curriculum and Technology Director
Subject: May 2021 Board Report
2021-2022 Technology Changes
Additional MacBooks were purchased this past year to
accommodate online learning from home due to COVID19. As
we get back to “life before COVID”, these computers will be used
to move our 1:1 MacBooks into Grade 5. The iPads that have
been used in Grade 5 will now be used at Grade 3 expanding our
1:1 device initiative to Grades 3-12. Depending on enrollment,
there may be additional iPads available for Grades K-2 which
have had the use of 7 shared iPads per classroom.
Another change for next year will be the new operating system for
MacBooks called Big Sur. Some of the main advantages of Big
Sur are the integrated iOS-like Control Center, the improved and
more-informative Notification Center, redesigned toolbars and
menus for easier navigation, security audits in Safari and the App
Store, and OS files cryptographically protected from hackers
https://www.pcmag.com/reviews/apple-macos-big-sur .
All MacBooks will receive a new image with Big Sur by July 1.
Teachers may sign up for a time to get the new image before May
27 or turn in their computer on May 27 for imaging. Some
exceptions will be made for summer school in June, but if the new
image is not on the computer by July 1, it will not function.
Teachers are encouraged to keep their files backed up on the
meadeschools.org Google Apps for Education site and to shut
down their computers at least once a week to receive updates and
increase performance.

Rhonda Ramsdell, Director * 605-347-3601 * Rhonda.ramsdell@k12.sd.us

Date: May 4, 2021
To: Mr. Don Kirkegaard
Subject: School Board Report
The USDA has announced waivers to fully fund student meals throughout school
year 2021-22. This is good news for our communities and students!

Laurie Lorius, site manager at Sturgis Elementary, gave
samples of our new broccoli cheese soup and soft pretzels
to students. Many students came back to ask for more! As
always, we are working on developing new menu items!

Friday, May 7th is National School Lunch Heroes Day.
I appreciate all 30 of our lunch heroes!

Respectfully submitted,
Rhonda Ramsdell

Piedmont Valley Elementary
16159 Second Street.
“To Build Knowledge and skills for success today and tomorrow”
PHONE: 605-.787.5295
FAX: 605.787.5954

Piedmont, SD 57769
605.787.5295

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: Ethan Dschaak
Re: May Board Report
Date: 5.10.21
High School Play:
With continued improvement in covid numbers the Meade School District has afforded us the
opportunity to attend the High School Play. We attended on Monday, May 3rd. As of the date of
this board report we have not yet attended this event. Based on past years experiences we are
very excited for this opportunity. This is a great chance for our students to experience the fine
arts.
Field Trips:
Students and staff continue to prepare for spring field trips. All field trips must be
“educationally” based with an opportunity to learn skills to improve academic abilities and
thought processes. Some field trips include an opportunity to go to “Bear Country,” as well as
Mt. Rushmore and the Keystone Historical Museum. Our kids always look forward to the
opportunity to get off campus and learn about science and history!
Summer School:
Piedmont Valley Elementary was recently approved for Summer School! We have not had
Summer School for five years as this academic opportunity was tied to Title 1 Funding. We are
very excited to give this opportunity to specific students who have exhibited some academic
regression due to Covid 19 and the suspension of school. This is a TREMENDOUS opportunity
that our students haven’t had the opportunity to enjoy in our recent past.
Students of the Month:
2nd Grade
Dalton Peck
Edwin Brown
Logan Newman
Jocelyn Scott
Colton Yaw
Adley Barnes
Dannen Williamson
Jordan Ozuna
Finn McDonnell
Josie Woidt
Elin Winters

3rd Grade
Marie Welch
Nate Maxwell
Brynnlee Mackay
Brayden Moeller
Hayden Lehi
Brooklyn Burgner
Delaney Holzer
Taygen Wood

4th Grade
Wyatt Henrichson
Wyatt Gaeta
Kale Williamson
Chloe Goff
Gage Miller
John Camus
Missy Morehead
Jackson Merwin

School Board Meeting
May 10, 2021

5:30 PM

What’s happening:
The school year is quickly winding down and the seniors have a limited number of days
left before they end one chapter and begin the next chapter in their lives. The last day of
classes for seniors is Wednesday, May 19th with the senior BBQ and an awards ceremony on
Friday, May 21st. Graduation is Sunday, May 23rd, at 2:00 PM in the West Gym. We are
planning the 2nd annual “Senior Walk” for Monday, May 17th. The graduating seniors will be in
their cap and gowns and walk through the schools at Whitewood, Sturgis Elementary, Sturgis
Williams Middle School, Piedmont Elementary and Stagebarn Middle School, greeting
students and staff and getting the opportunity to thank those that made a difference in their
lives.
Some of the final events we have the last couple of weeks of school are these. West
River Math Contest at the SDSM&T on May 10th, Band concert (West Gym) at 7:00 on May
10th, Noxious Weeds event in Vanocker Canyon on May 12th (teacher Kristin Wheaton takes a
group of students up with Black Hills Management to study weeds), Choir concert
(Community Center) on May 13th, and finally semester tests on May 25-27.
Prom was on Saturday, April 24. We had a great turnout of spectators to watch the
Grand March and had over 400 students in attendance for the Grand March and Dance.
Many students stayed to the very end, 11:00 PM before many attended the post prom put
on by the parents.
We completed the Smarter Balance testing the last week of April with our juniors. We
also completed the MAP testing with our 9th and 10th graders. We are in the final stages of
finalizing the schedule for next year and students will know their schedule before they leave
for the summer. We have had many students win awards the last month and to keep up with
those award winners please continue to watch the Scooper News as we put names of
award winners in the news multiple days.

STURGIS ELEMENTARY
1121 Ball Park Road
Sturgis, SD 57785
Phone: 605-347-2386
Fax: 605-347-3769

Chantal Ligtenberg - Principal
E-mail Chantal.Ligtenberg@k12.sd.us
Amanda Christensen- Assistant
Principal
E-mail Amanda.Christensen@k12.sd.us

To: Don Kirkegaard and School Board Members
From: Chantal Ligtenberg
Re: May School Board Report

South Dakota Assessment: Students in third and fourth grade have completed the
assessment. We are gradually getting our scores. Once full results are in, we will take the
opportunity to look at the initial data to review and reflect on our instruction for the upcoming
school year. We will dive deeper into the data this fall and review individual students’ scores
to further drive instruction.
Grade Level Field Trips: Each grade level will partake in a field trip prior to the end of the
school year. Kindergarten did a science unit with insects outdoor, first grade went to Reptile
Gardens and Bear Country, second grade went on the 1880 train and third and fourth grade
went to the Outdoor Campus in Rapid City. All activities were educational, engaging and
exciting for students!
Sturgis Elementary Field Day: Sturgis Elementary will be hosting at Field day for all
students, K-4, at Woodle Field on May 21st from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (Weather permitting).
High School Play: On May 4th, all second through fourth grade students attended the high
school children’s play at the Community Center.
April Scholars of the Month:
Kindergarten:
Rye Gunderson
Everytte Lentz
Opal Kling
Karsyn Kopp
Aria Tallmage
Benson Williams
Third Grade:
Ashtin Crosby
Juliet Tietjen
Arlis Lutz
Corbin Dodson

First Grade:
Gage Whitford
Sanden Netterberg
Avri Collins
Mariah Stenbak
Tillie Karrels
Kaden Bidtodeau

Second Grade:
Braylee Blakeman
Makenna Cuestas
Greyson Fields
Olivia Schultz
Christian Pankratz
James Mitchell

Fourth Grade:
Trenton Whitted
Megan Christians
Morgan Lee
Paisley Blakeman
Dawson Deering

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”
Meade 46-1 School District

To:
From:
Re:

School Board Members
Chrissy Peterson
May 2021 Board Report

Extended School Year (ESY) is scheduled for June 1st through June 29th.
Special Services’ staff will provide special education instruction and therapy at
many of the schools. The purpose of ESY is to sustain current skills of students
in special education who show regression during school breaks as well as
maintain any emerging skills that may be critical to their education. It is essential
to maintain the skills they have learned over the year as regression is a common
concern of students with disabilities.
The School Nurses’ Department and the school social worker, in coordination
with Sturgis, Whitewood, and Piedmont Valley Elementary, partnered with
Feeding South Dakota’s Backpack Program to provide food to children
throughout the 2020-2021 school year. The purpose was to provide food for
students on the weekends during the school year. 130 students were selected.
Each backpack contained easy-to-make snacks such as canned soup, granola
bars, macaroni and cheese, canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, beef sticks,
milk, juice boxes, and other healthy foods. Many children look forward to
receiving their free pack of food each week.
Have a great summer. Thank you for another super school year.

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: David Olson
Subject: May Board Report
Date: 5/5/21
End of the Year
We are a few weeks away from the end of school! Though it has been a tough year in
many ways, we are proud of our staff and students for working hard and making the best
of a difficult situation. We are grateful that our district has been able to provide in-person
education for our students from day 1! Throughout the year, we have had limited
opportunities for students, and are currently planning some end of the year events for
students that will be fun and rewarding. Our students have been through a lot over the
past year, and we are excited to give them the opportunity to have some fun at school!
School Dance
We will have a dance during the school day for each grade level on May 14th.
PTA Dodgeball Tournament
The same evening as the dance, the PTA will host a fundraising event that is fun
for students and community members.
Field Days
We are planning an all-day event for students in which they can participate in fun
activities outside during the last week of school.
High School Visit
Our 8th grade students are visiting Sturgis Brown High School on May 10th for tours and
a talk with the administration. We are happy they are able to see where they will be
attending school next year!
Students of the Month
5th Grade
Honesty: Andrew Zimmerman
Responsibility: Santino Larkin
Honesty: Hailey Scott
WOW Award: Hadlee Parsons
Kindess: Rowan Kaiser

6th Grade
Curiosity/interest: EJ Brant
Grit: Kendal Blair
Responsibility: Grady Jobgen
Honesty: Maddie Diehl
Compassion: Jaxon Toennies

7th Grade
Curiosity/interest: Russel McIntosh
Grit: Miranda Horst
Responsibility: Kate Bestgen
Honesty: Talia Backes
Compassion: Caleb Darrah

8th Grade
Curiosity/interest: Cole Tubbs
Grit: Lilly Heisinger
Stallion: Henlie Fleming
Honesty: Rayna Williamson
Scooper: Mae Soyland

May 5, 2021

Whitewood & Rural
To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow

Wranglers of the
Month:
• Claire Christianson
• Summer Rath
• Brieher Osowski
• Nathan Graf
• Layla Meredith
• Abigail Schmeichel
• Rebecca Bestgen

News and Updates
Students of the
Month:
• Beckham Simons
• Everett Urbaniak

Important Dates:
Wrangler Day

DARE: 5th Graders at Whitewood Elementary completed the
DARE Program. Thank you to Mrs. Meehan and Sergeant Bach.

Clean Up: On Earth Day, classes completed service projects by
cleaning up road ditches and the playground.

Internet Safety Presentation: On May 13th at 6 PM, Hollie
Strand, a computer forensic examiner, will conduct an internet
safety presentation for rural families via Zoom.

• May 7th
Rural Rally Day
• May 14th

Brittan Porterfield

(605)269-2264

Brittan.Porterfield@k12.sd.us

