April 8, 2019

School Board Meeting

5:30 PM

What’s happening:
Now that spring has sprung, we continue to keep busy and are getting ready for the final sprint.
Jennifer Mallett, the Spanish teacher, is preparing to take her Spanish 3 students to Sturgis Elementary and
Whitewood Elementary to teach 3rd graders some basic Spanish language. This is the second year that we have
done this and the Spanish 3 students thoroughly enjoy the opportunity to teach these younger students. The
3rd graders also enjoy the high schoolers when they come to their classroom. The 3rd graders get to see all the
Spanish 3 students as they are split into groups and they teach a particular topic to each classroom. This
happens at the end of the day and takes about 6 or 7 days to accomplish in April.
On March 20, the student body had the opportunity to have Senator John Thune come and talk with
the students. Senator Thune started out by speaking to the student body for about 10-15 minutes before he
took questions from the students. At which time, the students were able to ask him any question and he
would give them his answer. This went on for about 30 minutes. Then Senator Thune took some pictures with
the students and answered some additional questions one on one. There was a nice article in the March 21
issue of the Black Hills Pioneer.
Here are some of the recent awards that students have received. The Daktronics Academic All-State
team consists of students from around the state and they are assigned to three teams, Gold, Silver and
Bronze. This year the following students were names to this All-state team are Madison Kreutz – Silver,
Andrew Neilan and Anna Hale – Bronze. The National Speech and Debate Association’s Academic All American
award was awarded to Lexi McKee. This too is also a great accomplishment as more than 141,000 student
members of the National Speech and Debate Association, fewer than 1,000 students earn this award.
We recently completed some of our spring NCRC testing and here are those results to date. We had 8
students earned Platinum certificates = 8.8%, 25 students earned Gold = 27.78%, 27 students earned Silver =
30%, 19 students earned Bronze = 21.1% and 11 students did not score a minimum of 3 on all 3 assessments No certificate = 12.2%. We still have 28 students that need to complete the assessment.
We are preparing for Smarter Balance testing with the Junior class and those tests take place during
April. Hopefully we can get results back soon and see how our student did with the Smarter Balance test. We
will be doing our tri-annual NWEA testing with the Freshman and Sophomore in early May.
Every month we choose a student from each grade as student of the month. We also choose one
teacher as teacher of the month as well. We also draw out of a hat two students of all the students that
earned perfect attendance. Those students get a good parking spot and some donated gift certificates from
area businesses. Perfect attendance in this case, is a student missed zero days of school and were not counted
tardy for the entire month. We had 182 students with perfect attendance in the month of March.
We continue to try to communicate and share our story with all the stakeholders. If you are interested
in following stories at the high school, our Twitter handles are @ScooperState and @SBHSScoopers. You can
find us on Facebook at ScooperState and Instragram @ScooperState.

Board Report
Todd Palmer
Director of Activities – Meade School District
Spring Activities

Track and Field
The season has gotten off to a slow start. Thanks Mother Nature. The group has taken part in only one track
meet to date (4/4) but will be competing in their second meet on Friday (4/5) in Spearfish. The Black Hills
Track Classic is on Saturday, April 27. I invite all of you to come out and take in one of the best track meets in
South Dakota.
Girls Golf
Coach Keszler has 5 girls out for golf this spring. The will start their season next Monday (4/8) when they
travel to Spearfish to take part in a 9-hole event at Spearfish Country Club.
FCCLA

Our FCCLA students competed in the state competition during the first week of this month and did extremely
well. Congratulations to Mrs. DeKraai and her students on such a great performance. (Results in attached
picture)

Band/Choir
Shout out to Miss Lisko and the band for stepping it up and adjusting their schedule during the State AA
basketball tournament and playing for all the semi-final games. I received many positive comments on how
our band sounded during the afternoon.

SDHSAA
The ADs met in Pierre this last week and the one proposal that I was concerned about was defeated by a 17-0
vote. That proposal would have mandated that all AA schools play each other which would have spiked out
budget tremendously, but with it being voted down, it dies at this level of the process and WILL NOT reach the
board. I plan on attending the Annual Board Meeting in Pierre on April 15 with other West River ADs.
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The March Character Trait of the Month was “Cooperation.” The Students of the Month for March
were: 5th grade: Cael Glodt, Lillee Ann Schearer, John Curtin, Jasmine Cuestas, Elasia Hanna and
Brodie Richards 6th grade: Dawson Harwood, Kaylee Christians, Carter Williams, Gracie Sauer,
Josie Reedy, Grace Hill and Brenen Varner 7th grade Tara Barker, Carter Kirk, Marah Ellis, Cade
Lemmel, Stefan Hopkins, Bailee Etherton, Syndey Underhill and Brayden Ruff 8th grade Zach
Ziegenbein, Leah Luze, Cale Jolly, Ryne Bostrom, Dayla Nelson, Mya Jordan, Aislin Svara, Blair
Peterson, Kayden LaFramboise, Riley Sweeney and Branden Albright. The April character trait is
“Honesty.”
April is designated as the Month of the Military Child; a time to honor the sacrifices made by
military families worldwide, with an emphasis on the experience of the dependent children of
military members serving at home and overseas. “Purple Up! For Military Kids” is April 11th, a
day to wear purple to show support and thank military children for their strength and
sacrifices. Purple indicates that all branches of the military are supported; Air Force blue, Army
green, Navy blue, Marine red, and Coast Guard blue all thought to combine together as a single
color, purple. SWMS/SIS will be honoring these students on April 5th at our all school assembly.
These past 2 weeks the teachers have been preparing their students along with testing the
computers and Ipads for Smarter Balance Testing. SWMS /SIS will be starting our testing will all
be completed on the individual computer. SMARTER Balance will be the next three weeks. 7th
and 6th grade will be testing the first 2 hours on the mornings of April 8th – 11th, and the 8th and
5th grade will be testing the first 2 hours of the day on April 15th – 18th. A letter with a schedule
and information about the end of the year BBQ was sent home to the parents.
High School is right around the corner for our 8th grade students. This spring the eighth-grade
students visited the HS for the Electives Fair, HS counselors have meet with each of them and
developed schedules.
Ann Nonnast
Principal
Sturgis Williams Middle School

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”

To: Mr. Simmons
From: David Olson
Subject: April Board Report
Date: 4/4/19
Smarter Balanced Assessment
6th and 7th graders have completed their Smarter Balance Assessment test, the 5th graders
will begin testing on April 8th and will complete the Science assessment on the week of
April 15th.
Extra-Curricular
Track, our final extra-curricular activity for the year, has started! We have had a great
year of student participation and achievement! We are planning an assembly to recognize
participants in all activities ranging from athletics to drama, knowledge bowl, etc.
PTA Fundraiser
The SMS held the 1st Annual SMS PTA Dodgeball Tournament on March 22nd. This
event was a huge success, with attendance far exceeding our expectations! We are
looking forward to the event next year, as everyone had a lot of fun.
Students of the Month
5th Grade:
Honesty: Caeden Whealy-Rose
Responsibility: Mason Hodina
WOW Award: Grayden Juve
Kindness: Chaveaha Barker-Bauer
Cooperation: Ariana Nehl
6th Grade:
Whiskers: Daniel Kuhl
Grit: Josh Seaba
Pledge: Hannah Brandner
Stallion (Humility): Kira Willnerd
Bucket: Catrina Railsback

7th Grade:
Humility- Bricon Herren
Listening- Josie Johnston
Leadership- Ben Storm
Respect- Drew Hoeke
Cooperation – Gabe Cox
Most Improved: Adyn Miller
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To: Mr. Jeff Simmons
From: Ethan Dschaak
Re: April Board Report
Date: 4.8.19

National Leaders Conference:
I had the wonderful opportunity of attending the National Leaders Conference in Washington,
DC on March 18th-20th. The conference was held in conjunction with meeting with
representatives of the offices of Dusty Johnson, Mike Rounds, and John Thune. The conference
spoke to recent educational issues regarding funding, school safety and mental health to name a
few. I received this opportunity by being a part of the South Dakota Association of Elementary
School Principals. I would encourage anyone to take part in their state associations as it has been
a tremendous opportunity for me professionally.
Smarter Balanced Test Preparation:
Piedmont Valley Elementary continues to prepare for the 2019 Smarter Balanced Assessment.
We have been communicating with families about the importance of rest, nourishment and
consistent study habits as students prepare for this event. As a school we prepare diligently to
compete and do well on this assessment. I do believe, however, education is much bigger than
one assessment. It’s important to continue to keep in mind the whole child when educating our
children.
Spring Music Program:
On March 8th Music Teacher Anna Pickford presented the annual Piedmont Valley Elementary
Spring Music Program. The program consisted of Kindergarten & 1st Grade students as well as
our 4th Grade Honor Choir Students. The kids did a wonderful job of not only singing but
presenting themselves in a fine fashion. I heard a number of compliments from parents and other
stakeholders about the program.
Students of the Month:
During the month of April students are selected for Student of the Month based on integrity..
Second
Ava Marso
Liam Fischer
Lucas Fischer
Hamish Haakenson
Brooklyn Schuman
Elissa Vallette

Third
Tim Cortier
Louis Two Eagle
Sage Hanson
Kyler Mayer
Raeya Jones
Mason Matthew
Reese Sheperd

Fourth
Samantha Djoseland
Maddux Kraft
Jackson Gaeta
Kynzee Monette
Sawyer Stahl
Madison Diehl
Taige Holdren

STURGIS ELEMENTARY/INTERMEDIATE

1121 Ball Park Road
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Chantal Ligtenberg - Principal
E-mail - Chantal.Ligtenberg@k12.sd.us
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To: Mr. Jeff Simmons
From: Chantal Ligtenberg
Re: April 2019 Board Report
Follow us on Twitter! : @SturgisElem
State Level Geography Bee: Emilie Reedy has qualified for the South Dakota
GeoBee. This will occur March 29 at Northern State University in Aberdeen, SD.
Smarter Balanced Assessment: Students in grades 3 and 4 have been preparing for
the state mandated assessment. Students have completed practice tests and learned
about technology tools in computer class. Students will be testing April 2-12.
Junior Kindergarten: This program has been successful in pre-identifying students that
have younger birthdays, limited preschool experience and/or limited exposure. These
students are legally of age to enter kindergarten, but between the school and the parents
believe another year of preparation for kindergarten would help them be more
successful. The maximum number of students deemed for this program is 16. We
currently have 16 Junior Kindergarten students that will enter kindergarten next year.
We will continue this program in the upcoming year.
Dates to remember:
BBQ/Grade level Tug-o-war: May 21, more information to come
K-4 Talent ShowA May 22, More information to come
Students of the Month: (Students selected based on “Character Count” traits the
student is exhibiting)
KINDERGARTEN:
FIRST GRADE:
SECOND GRADE
Brett Williamson
Paige Abell
Max Weisbrod
Nadia Smith
Makenna Lemmel
Ely Ewalt
Sophie Jaramillo
Oliver Voight
Alex Flyte
Greyson Fields
Lillian Hanson
Fallon Dinkins
Saoirse Dinkins
Sadie Goodwin
Katie Royer
Trady Limpy
THIRD GRADE:
FOURTH GRADE
FIFTH GRADE
Luke Matthews
Olivia Vliem
Abygail Carbone
Murielle Hagen
Tytus Baker
Emilie Reedy
Quintin Kelly
Jaxon Dodson
Cameron Gillespie
Kayli Dahl
Sarah Peterson
Riley Michael

WHITEWOOD/RURAL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS
BEV ROSENBOOM, PRINCIPAL

April 2019
Board Report

Rural Students of the Month for March were Thayne Elshere, grade 8 at Hereford School;
Laken Linn, kindergarten at Elm Springs School, and Ruger Spring, grade 2 at Atall School.
Whitewood Wranglers of the Month for March were: Levi Bestgen, kindergarten, Brielle
Burke, first grade; Abigail Schmeichel, second grade; Summer Carpenter, third grade; Kyana
Redinger, fourth grade; and, Aiden Pistulka, fifth grade.
The Whitewood students attended the Cultural Kaleidoscope on Russia that was sponsored by
the Sturgis Arts Council. They learned about Russian people, history, culture, and music. Just
ask them how to say some Russian words!
The Modern Woodmen Oration Contest was held on March 21 at Union Center. The topic for
the speeches was “Challenges Youth Face.” The winner of the fifth-sixth round was Porter
Deering of Hereford. Second place was Emma Spring of Atall and third place was Alanah
Spring of Atall. The winner of the seventh-eighth round was Sage Graham of Hereford.
Second place was Jeslyn Deserly of Hereford and third place was Mariah Spring of Atall. All of
the students are to be complimented.
Some of the rural students participated in the Middle School Vocal and Instrumental Contest
on Saturday, March 30. They were as follows: Gabe Dennis, Marnie Baker, Elijah Dennis,
Andoryn Walker, Erin Shaw, and Alanah Spring. Mrs. Richards, the rural music teacher,
accompanied them.
Mrs. Rosenboom visited the Immaculate Conception Elementary School in Watertown to see
their newly implemented STEM lab. She was able to see how the lab is set up, how the classes
are scheduled, what courses are offered, and how the technology is designed into the
curriculum. It was very helpful.

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”
Jeff Ward-Curriculum/Technology
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, SD 57785
Phone: (605) 347-4454 - Web: http://www.meade.k12.sd.us

Re: Meade 46-1 School Board Report
From: Jeff Ward, Curriculum and Technology Director
Subject: April 2019 Board Report
End of Year Testing
The goal of the South Dakota Department of Education is that all high school students
graduate college, career, and life ready. To this aim, the South Dakota assessment
system is designed to provide districts, schools, and parents with the information they
need to ensure that their students remain on track to reach this goal. South Dakota public
school students participate in annual summative testing in English language arts and
mathematics and the results of these tests are included in the state accountability system.
In addition to annual tests in English language arts and mathematics, South Dakota
requires assessment of science and writing annually and provides schools and teachers
with resources to utilize other assessments to help identify strengths and areas for
improvement. https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/
South Dakota is part of the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, or SBAC.
The SBAC is a consortium of states that have been working collaboratively to develop a
student assessment system aligned to the Common Core State Standards in English
language arts and math. South Dakota is one of 21 governing states, which allows the
state decision-making participation. The remaining six are advisory states.
The SBAC focus is on assessing students annually in grades 3-8 and 11. The system
includes both summative and interim assessments and will use computer adaptive
testing technologies to the greatest extent possible to provide meaningful feedback and
actionable data that teachers and other educators can use to help students
succeed. https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/SMARTERbalanced.aspx
The South Dakota Science tests measures students’ mastery of the South Dakota State
Academic Standards in Science adopted in May 2015 at grades 5, 8, and 11. This test
will cover the grade spans of 3-5, 6-8, and high school. Questions will come equally as
possible from life, physical, and earth sciences at all 3 tested levels. This assessment
will be completely online. https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/Science.aspx
Alternate Assessment is available for students who have met the significant cognitive
disability criteria. These students are working with the Core Content Connectors and
their IEP’s indicate alternate assessment for statewide testing.
https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/alternate.aspx
The Meade School District uses this data to help guide instructional decisions to help
differentiate strategies and teaching materials for each individual student. Next year, the
District is planning professional development on how to use this and other data more
effectively to improve student learning.
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Each spring, the Special Services Department coordinates the Kindergarten/Pre-School
Screenings for each elementary site. The schedule is:
Piedmont
Sturgis:
Whitewood:
Rural:

April 11 and 12
April 17 and 18
April 25 and 26
April 24

The Developmental Screenings are for children planning to attend Kindergarten in the
fall as well as for those children Birth to Five years of age. Children attending the
Screening will be evaluated in the areas of Speech, Language, Gross and Fine Motor
Skills, and Cognitive Skills. These evaluations, which are provided free of charge, are
extremely important because children can be identified early for intervention and therapy,
which are the keys to success for children who need specialized services. Additionally,
parents receive ideas to help enhance their children’s development.
Black Hills Area Spring Games for Special Olympics is scheduled April 26th at the Sioux
Park in Rapid City. Nine of the best kids in the District are gearing up for the big day by
practicing their events after school with coach, Anna Olson, Special Education Teacher at
the Middle School.
Carolyn Schuldies, High School Special Education Teacher, was recognized for her
nomination for the 2019 Parent Nominated Special Education Staff of the Year at a
conference March 19. Every year, the SD Dept of Education Special Education
Programs honor an individual who works in the Special Education field and has touched
the life of a student. A parent/guardian can nominate any staff member working with
students in special education. Mrs. Schuldies’s nominee explicitly explained the deep and
genuine relationship that she developed with her adopted son with Fetal Alcohol
Sydrome. It was a beautiful and touching letter. Developing relationships and bonding
with students is what Mrs. Schuldies does best. She is the master of connecting with
students that historically don't like teachers or school! I wish she could write a book
about her talents but it all comes from within.
Congratulations, Mrs. Schuldies. We are so proud of you!

April is Autism Awareness Month
Autism is a complex developmental disability that typically appears during
the first three years of life and affects a person’s ability to communicate and
interact with others. Autism is defined by a certain set of behaviors and is a
"spectrum disorder" that affects individuals differently and to varying
degrees. ASD is a lifelong disorder with no single known cause.
The Autism Awareness Ribbon - The puzzle pattern reflects the
mystery and complexity of the autism spectrum. The different
colors and shapes represent the diversity of the people and
families living with the condition. The brightness of the ribbon
signals hope—hope that through increased awareness of autism,
and through early intervention and appropriate treatments,
people with autism will lead fuller, more complete lives.
The Autism Awareness Puzzle Ribbon is the most recognized
symbol of autism in the world. Autism prevalence is now one in
every 68 children in America - that’s 13 million families and
growing who live with autism today.

Please show your support for people with autism by posting the Autism
Awareness Puzzle Ribbon this month and educate folks on the potential of
people with autism!
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The Buildings and Grounds Department have been working on inventory and cleaning up the shops that
we occupy. We are hoping to be able to move more of our inventory into a central location.
There are four track meets immediately following the Easter break that we have been preparing for. The
water at the concessions and all the infrastructure needs to be gone through to ensure the activities go off
without a problem. There is always a lot of cleanup after Woodle Field has sat all winter.
The Sturgis Williams Building had experienced a sprinkler leak in the gym that has damaged the gym
floor. The staff did a fantastic job in finding, fixing, and cleaning up the problem. We currently waiting on
the insurance company to give us a directive on the next phase of the process.
The department had several issues in the country during the blizzard and subsequent thaw. Hereford
experienced a frozen sewer line that was able to be fixed in house. A piece of equipment was rented the
pipe was extracted and a new piece was put in. Mr. Randall and the crew did a very fast and professional
job. We also had some water damming issues at Enning due to the rapid thaw. We were able to remove
some of the snow and helped to speed up the drying process.
The Rural Meade County School is enclosed and interior work is moving forward. The hope is to have the
stoops poured and to get the insulation and roofing on as soon as the weather will allow. Buildings and
Grounds is also putting the garage package together with the hopes the Board will approve the
advertisement of the project.
The bids for the SBHS roundhouse reroof project will be opened on April the 3rd and will be bought to the
Board for their recommendation and approval.
Wanona Manderfeld has been working in the Business Office to help the District in filling a need. The
Central Copying has been working hard to keep the copies coming out in a timely matter.

