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Student enrollment up
After a small decrease last
year, enrollment for the 2015-16
school year is up in Meade
School District.
This year’s official count is
2,687 – 45 more students than
last year. At a per student allocation of $4,877, this increase
equates into almost $220,000
more in state aid.
Meade Superintendent Don
Kirkegaard said the 2015-16
budget was built based on an
increase of 30 students.
“Naturally, we are a bit relieved,”
he said.
The largest increase in
enrollment is at Sturgis Williams
Middle School where there are
30 more students than last year
for an enrollment of 497 in
grades six, seven and eight.
Sturgis Elem.

School calendar
...Page 21

Piedmont Elem.
Whitewood Elem.
Rural Schools
SWMS
SBHS
Out-of-District

www.Facebook.com/MeadeSchoolDistrict

Total Enrollment

2015
716
569
106
103
497
677
18
2,687

The rural schools have 16
more students for an enrollment
of 103 in kindergarten through
eighth grade.
Six more students are
enrolled at Piedmont Valley
Elementary for a total of 569 in
grades kindergarten through
sixth.
The official enrollment for
Sturgis Brown High School is
677, two more than last year.
Sturgis Elementary School
has the same number of students as last year – 716 in
kindergarten through fifth grade,
while Whitewood Elementary
School has 17 fewer students for
an enrollment of 106 in kindergarten through sixth grade.
The enrollment also includes
18 out-of-district students.

2014
716
563
123
87
467
675
11
2,642

2013
723
565
101
87
472
696
11
2,655

2012
718
493
114
89
485
672
12
2,583

2011
661
458
108
79
463
694
2,463

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”

Embracing childhood cancer awareness
Sturgis Elementary School Kindness and Compassion Club members sponsored a Coins for Compassion
Challenge and Caps for Cancer Day at the school as a way of promoting Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.
Pictured below are some of the club members and two classes of students who participated in the recognition
event. One of the students is kindergartner Lily Wilson, second row third from the right in the white cap, who
was diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma cancer at 18 months old and who is now cancer-free. Lily’s father,
Sturgis Brown High School Principal Pete Wilson, pictured back left in the bottom photo, is with some of the
high school students who paid money to wear a cap or the color gold/yellow to help spread awareness in the
school and
community
about childhood
cancer. Students
at Piedmont
Valley Elementary
School,
Whitewood
Elementary
School and
Sturgis Williams
Middle School
also participated
in awareness
and fundraising
events.
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School closures and inclement weather
Any closure of district
schools, altering of bus routes or
early dismissals due to hazardous weather or other emergencies that threaten the health
or safety of students and district
staff will be decided by Meade
Superintendent Don Kirkegaard.
Notification of this action will
be submitted to radio stations
KBHB (810 AM), KOTA (1380
AM), KAT (98.7 FM), FOX (100.3
FM), KIMM (1150 AM), KKMK
(93.9 FM), KKLS (920 AM), KRCS
(93.1 FM), KSQY (95.1 FM), KIQK
(104.1 FM) KTOQ (1340 AM),
KDDX (101.1 FM), KZZI (95.9
FM), KDSJ (980 AM); Rapid City
Journal; and television stations
KOTA, KEVN, KNBN and KELO.
Cancellation and closure
information will be posted on the
Meade School District website:
www.meade.k12.sd.us
and on the Meade School District
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/MeadeSchoolDistrict

This information will also be
disseminated to parents through

the parent notification phone
service SchoolMessenger. This
service will simultaneously call all
the phone numbers in the district's contact list, delivering a
short recorded message from the
superintendent.

Parents and Guardians
Call your child’s school to make
sure your contact information
including phone number and
email are up-to-date.
When weather conditions are
threatening or marginal, the
superintendent and bus contractor
are in constant communication.
If school is closed during the
day and buses can't run, parents
are responsible for arranging to
get their children home. Meade
District officials suggest that parents make prior arrangements for
bad weather days, which
includes discussing the arrangement in advance with their children and the school.

Parents and patrons are
reminded that because the
school district encompasses
more than 3,100 square miles,
weather conditions may vary
from school to school. Because
of the interconnected nature of
the Meade School District bus
routes, it is impossible to cancel
or dismiss classes on a schoolby-school basis; rather, this
must be done on a district
basis.
Technology allows the monitoring of weather conditions and
the gathering of current data
regarding forecasts. But no
amount of technology or weather
condition analysis applied to the
district at large can take the place
of parents who wish to exercise
their own judgment at these
times.
If parents wish to keep a child
home or to have a child dismissed early, it is within their right
to do so. Under those circumstances, the absence would be
excused.

District annual report for 2014-15 now available
The ninth edition of the Meade School District
Annual Report is now available.
This report to the public is a compilation of
information from the 2014-15 school year, and
represents a comprehensive look at the district
from the many perspectives that represent the
educational process in the Meade School District.
Contents range from activities, achievement
and attendance information to finances, facilities
and food service facts. Included are highlights for
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the year as well as photos of the nine Meade
School Board members.
The annual report is available at libraries in
Piedmont, Sturgis, Whitewood and at all district
schools.
The annual report can also be found on the
Meade School District website. To access that,
click on the following link.
www.meade.k12.sd.us/files/7214/4285/5607/
Annual_Report_for_2014-15_revised.pdf
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Exploratory classes help students learn
new skills and new ways of thinking
The exploratory courses implemented this year at
Sturgis Williams Middle School offer hands-on, participatory, meaningful and engaging experiences.
Whatever the label and whatever the content,
exploratory courses offer wide-ranging opportunities
and experiences beyond the core courses which the
middle school students might not otherwise have.
These new exploratory classes also actively
engage students, allowing them to learn new skills
and to try out new ways of thinking.
Principal Ann Nonnast uses the word "excited" to
describe how she feels about the introduction of the
new courses to the middle school curriculum.
Sixth grade students in teacher DeVee Dietz
ARTsome Astronomy exploratory course used that
same verb to describe the class, which gives them an
opportunity to explore the solar system and geologic
stories as artist explorer students.
The classes, which are available in each grade,
are offered on a rotating basis every six weeks.
Sixth-grader Anthony Hatch,
above, uses the elements
and principles of design to
create chalk art inspired by
a planetary image in the
exploratory class taught by
DeVee Dietz.
Sturgis insurance agent
Scott Sabers, left, talks
about car insurance to
eighth grade students in
LeeAnn Hanks life skills
exploratory class. Other
topics covered by guest
speakers in Hanks’ class
include filling out a job
application, buying a car
and getting a
drivers license.
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More about exploratory classes
From the book “Scheduling Strategies for Middle
Schools” by Michael D. Rettig and Robert Lynn
Canady, a major goal of an exploratory class is to
provide students with opportunities to explore a particular interest or content area to determine whether
there is sufficient interest to continue study in the
area.
The original intent of exploratories in the middle
school was to help students make better choices in
high school; for example, do they want to take three
or more years of a foreign language? And if so, which
language?
Eighth-graders Johnathan Fischer
and Madison Beyer, above, use
their laptops to edit each other’s
story in the exploratory class
taught by Cathie Anderson. The
eighth-graders interviewed
kindergarten students and then
wrote a short story featuring the
kindergartner as the protagonist.
The stories were then printed out,
bound and hand-delivered to the
kindergartners.
Seventh graders Traeton
Monahan, Dominic Ulmer, Casey
Taul and Kiara Rath, left photo,
test out their experimental
parachutes from the balcony in
Grunwald. The test was to
determine speed and accuracy
of the parachutes and to use
those results to improve the
construction of the parachutes.
Librarian Scottie Bruch teaches
the exploratory class,
Makerspace, in which the
students must flex their creative
muscles in the areas of science,
technology, engineering,
art and math.
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Flu, Tdap shot clinics for students are set
Free flu and Tdap shot clinics will be offered during the month of October for students attending
Meade School District.
The school nurses are presenting the following
clinics:
Whitewood Elementary School: 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 14, at the school
Sturgis Elementary School: 2-6 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 15, at the school
Sturgis Brown High School: 10:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 19, at the school
Sturgis Williams Middle School: 1-4 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 20, at the school
Piedmont Valley Elementary School: 2-4 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 21, at the school
Rural Schools: 2-4 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 28, at
the Union Center School
This is the ninth year that the South Dakota

Department of Health is supplying the vaccine free of
charge, and as a result there is no administration fee
for the school-based clinics.
The health department is also making available
the Tdap (Tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) booster
to students ages 11-14.
A parental consent form must be completed
before shots can be administered. In addition, parents or guardians must be with their children who
are in kindergarten through third grade when the
vaccine is given.
The consent forms are located:
www.meade.k12.sd.us/index.php/forms/
The forms are also available at all schools, during this month's Parent Teacher Conferences, and
from the school nurses. The forms can be printed
out, filled-in and brought to the clinic or given to the
school nurse prior to the clinic. For further information, call the nurses' office at 347-2610.

Mobile dental bus will be at SWMS in November
Delta Dental's Dakota Smiles Mobile Dental
Program Bus, the Ronald McDonald® Care Mobile,
will be returning to Meade School District Nov. 16-20
when it will be stationed at Sturgis Williams Middle
School.
Because of its relationship with local dentists,
many of whom volunteer their services, the program
is able to offer cost effective, high quality oral health
services to children who would otherwise go without.
Those services include cleanings, preventive services, fillings and oral health education, and are available to students who have not seen a dentist in two
years, or who live more than 85 miles from a dentist.

The Care Mobile is a partnership effort of Delta
Dental of South Dakota, Ronald McDonald® House
Charities of South Dakota, the South Dakota
McDonald's restaurant owners and the South
Dakota Department of Health.
Delta Dental manages and operates the unit and
works with the local community to target children most
in need of care. No child is turned away for inability to
pay.
For more information or a copy of the consent
and patient information forms, call the school nurses' office at 347-2610. The forms are also at the
middle school and on the school district website.

Sign up to receive In Touch
To have the Meade School District newsletter In Touch
automatically sent to your inbox, a subscription page
has been created at http://www.k12.sd.us/Listserv/MeadeInTouchNewsletter.htm
Fill out the form on that page, or send an email to listserv@k12.sd.us
with the following in the message body: subscribe MeadeInTouchNewsletter
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Judges needed for Oct. 17 speech
contest at Sturgis Brown High School
The speech and debate
coaches at Sturgis Brown High
School are looking for volunteers
to serve as judges for the oral
interpretation contest hosted by
the school on Saturday, Oct. 17.
Coach Megan Jones said that
experience is not a prerequisite
to serving as a judge.
A meeting for the judges will
be held that day at 8:45 a.m. The
first round begins at 9:15 a.m.
and the third and final round concludes by 1:45 p.m.
Jones said that the volunteers
do not have to commit to judge an
entire day. “They can judge any of
the three rounds,” she said.
Contest
events
consist
humorous reading, poetry, readers theatre, non-original oratory,
duet interpretation, serious readings and storytelling,
as
explained below:
Humorous reading includes
all stories, plays and essays
written in prose, together with
all plays written in verse.
Literature for the poetry contest event shall be selected by the
contestants who may choose
poetry to develop one theme or to
illustrate the abilities, moods or
characteristics of one author.
Readers theatre is an event in
which a group of three to six students interpretively present literature. Readers theatre encourages
the students to create a scripted
ensemble performance that
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focuses on the use of interpretative skills to present prose, poetry
and/or drama without the aid of
costumes, makeup, set or props
although participants may dress
in a uniform manner.
Non-original oratory includes
selections such as orations,
addresses, lectures and essays
that are conducive to oratorical
interpretation. The non-original
oration can be serious, humorous
or a mixture of serious and
humorous sentiments. Selections
are not the original work of the
contestant.
Duet interpretation is an event
composed of two students who
portray cuttings from plays, verse
plays or other works. A selection
may be humorous or serious in
nature. A narrated introduction or
transitional material within the
cutting may be given by one or
both participants.
Serious reading consists of
interpreting a selection from a
single source of dramatic literature or prose with literary merit
and appropriate to the reader.
The selection must have been
copyrighted, published in print
and be available to the public.
The mood of the selection must
be essentially serious in nature.
The purpose of storytelling is
to give students the opportunity
to develop the art of creating a
mood wherein a spoken narrative
transports the audience to the

time and place of the story being
recounted. The theme for storytelling is Native American.
For more information or to volunteer, call Jones or the other
coach, Eric Johnson, at Sturgis
Brown High School at 347-2686,
or email them as follows:
megan.jones@k12.sd.us
eric.johnson@k12.sd.us

SBHS
blood drive
is Oct. 14
The Sturgis Brown High
School Student Council will be
holding a blood drive from 8 a.m.3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 14, in
the lobby of the west gym at the
high school.
Donors must be at least 17
years old and be in good health.
Students who are 16 years of
age may donate if their parents
have signed a Minor Donor
Permit form.
Each donor is asked to bring a
photo ID which includes birth date,
and donor card, if they have one.
All blood donors will be
offered free cholesterol testing by
United Blood Services.
To schedule an appointment,
go to:
https://www.bloodhero.com/index
.cfm?group=op&step=
2&opid=651465
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Oct. 12 board meeting includes discussion
about city’s request for land at SBHS
The monthly meeting of the Meade School
Board will be held at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 12, in
the board room of Williams Administrative Building,
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis.
Following approval of the consent agenda, a
program report on the Smarter Balanced
Assessment and Accountability Report will be given
by Guyla Ness, the district's literacy and assessment coordinator.
Agenda items up for action include financial
reports, flexible spending agreement, personnel,
October special board meeting and pension fund
budget.
The board will discuss asking the city to provide
information regarding their intent to purchase land
at the high school. "We have not had any formal discussions with the City of Sturgis since December

about their October 2014 request to purchase land,"
said Superintendent Don Kirkegaard. "I think it is
appropriate for the board to know whether the City
is still interested in the land and, if so, their timeline."
Other discussion items include the fall enrollment, projected rural attendance, annual audit,
annual roundtable meeting with local legislators and
first reading of board policies JB "Equal Educational
Opportunities," JC "School Attendance Areas," JEB
"Entrance Age", JECB/JECC "Admission of
Nonresident Students/Assignment of Resident
Students," and JHCE "District Wellness Policy."
The complete agenda, background information
and attachments can be found beginning Oct. 9 on
the school district website:
http://www.meade.k12.sd.us/index.php/schoolboard/agenda-information/

Whitewood Elementary School Principal Bev Rosenboom talks to the school board members before giving
them a tour of the school. Pictured are, from the left, Rosenboom and board members Bryce Richter, Bob
Burns, Dennis Chowen, Joe Urbaniak, Charlie Wheeler, Mike Isaacson and Corey Johnson, Not pictured are
board member Curt Nupen and Superintendent Don Kirkegaard. A tentative date of Oct. 26 has been set for
a school board tour of the six rural schools.
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National School Lunch Week is Oct. 12-16
In observance of the National School Lunch
Program and the 30 million children it serves
nationwide everyday, schools in Meade School
District will recognize National School Lunch Week
on Oct. 12-16.
The theme, “School Lunch Snapshot,” is about
sharing the best images of today’s school lunches
and will emphasize the healthy foods that are
offered daily at the schools.
“School lunches are healthier than ever, with
more fruits and vegetables, more whole grains, and
less fat and sodium,” said Joe Schaffer, Meade
Food Service director.
“National School Lunch Week is the perfect time
to celebrate all of the healthy options we’re serving
every day in our schools,” he said.
Last year, Meade Food Service served 278,573

lunches. Of that number, 142,191 were full price
meals, 37,175 were reduced price meals, and
102,207 were free meals.
Every school day, more than 26 million children
in 99,800 schools across the country eat a nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free lunch provided
through the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP). More than half of these children receive the
meal free or at a reduced price.
Since the school district participates in the federally-funded lunch and breakfast programs, free
and reduced-price meals are available to students
from families whose household income falls within
eligibility guidelines. To access the eligibility guidelines and to apply for free or reduced-price meals,
click the link:
www.meade.k12.sd.us/index/php/food-service/

Parent groups support and enhance learning
Meade School District benefits from wonderful support by
Parent Teacher Associations and
Organizations and other parentled groups. This support not only
contributes to students’ successes but greatly adds to the quality
of their learning environment.
Meeting dates and information about other events follows.
The Sturgis Elementary PTA
is hosting dinner for the staff during Parent Teacher Conferences
this month. Information regarding
the next two PTA meetings follows: 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
18, in the school library, and 3:30
p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 17, in the
school library.
The Piedmont Elementary
PTA will also be providing meals
for staff during parent teacher
conferences this month. In addi-

October 2015

tion, members are sponsoring a
book fair Oct. 5-8 in the arts and
science room of the school The
next meeting is 6 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 9, in the school library.
Coming events for the
Whitewood PTO include a Fall
Festival (Halloween Party) from
5:30-7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30, in the
school gym and a soup and pie
supper from 5-6:30 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 16, at Hale Hall in
Whitewood. The next Whitewood
School PTO meetings are 4:30
p.m. Monday, Oct. 26, and 4:40
p.m. Monday, Nov. 23, in the
school library.
The next meetings of the
Rural PTO are 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 6, at the Atall
School, and 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 10 at the Elm Springs
School.

The Scooper Quarterback
Club will meet at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 7, in the loft at
Loud American in Sturgis. The
meeting is open to all who are
interested in the Scooper sports
scene and usually includes
updates by school district and
area coaches.
The Scooper Booster Club
will meet at 5:30 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 19, at the Knuckle. The purpose of the Club is to support and
promote Scooper sports, fine arts
and all other student activities
and to enhance school spirit.
The Sturgis Music Boosters
will soon be meeting to begin
preparations for the 23rd annual
Holiday Music and Soup Dinner.
To volunteer with this event, call
any middle school or high school
music teacher.
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Elementary Honor Choir includes local students
Forty-four Meade School District fourth, fifth and
sixth grade students were selected by taped audition to participate in the 18th annual South Dakota
Elementary Honor Choir to be held Saturday, Oct.
31 in Rapid City. The local students will join 82 other
vocalists from across the state.
Meade School District participants include
Sturgis Elementary students Grace Bestgen, Zabree
Bush, Aaliyah Hegstrom, Rebekah Hyman, Presley
Johnson, Leah Johnson-Landoll, Addisyn Jolley,
Morgan Myers, Jessica Teigen, Aidan Wood, all
fourth grade, and Maggie Brink, Jackson Ford, Carlie
Johnson, Cale Jolley, Madeleine Lowe, Haylee
O'Connor, Haley Snow, Katie Sulzbach, Haley
Walker, Ella Ward and Emma Weiss, all fifth grade.
Piedmont Valley Elementary participants are
Brooklyn Brant, Avery Fogelman and Annie
Henderson, all fourth grade; Carson Dougan,
Emilee Fallon, and Marilyn Staab, all fifth grade;
Brookelyn Aker, Emmalyn Brant, Grace Fogelman,
Alayna Lemcke and Holly Pates, all sixth grade.

Representing Whitewood Elementary is Amelia
Knutson, Kennedi Nacey and Owen Udager, all
fourth grade; Rhese Balster, fifth grade; Hannah
Aston and Teagen Hand, both sixth grade.
Sixth-graders from Sturgis Williams Middle
School include Kenna Goebel, Zoey Goebel, Matea
Gordon, Reese Jensen, Neveah Murray and Nate
Reeve.
Following a full day of practice, the students will
present a concert at 3:30 p.m. Saturday in the at
the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center Theatre, Rapid
City. Guest conductor is Charlette Moe, a music faculty member at North Dakota State University in
Fargo.
The event is held in conjunction with All-State
Chorus, All-State Orchestra and the South Dakota
Music Education Association Conference.
The students' teachers are Hillary Hill, Sturgis
Elementary; Rebecca Fischer, Piedmont Valley;
Marlene Kotab, Whitewood Elementary; and Connie
Feekes, Sturgis Williams Middle School.

SBHS drama students to present ‘The Foreigner’
Sturgis Brown High School
drama students will be presenting The Foreigner, a comedy by
American playwright Larry Shue,
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, Nov. 5-7, at the Sturgis
Community Center Theatre.
Directed by June Dill, the
story takes place in a fishing
lodge in rural Georgia where two
Englishmen, Froggy and Charlie,
arrive as guests.
The shy Charlie, played by
junior Brendan Van Pelt, agreed
to accompany Froggy, played by
senior Griffin Davies, on the trip
after his sick wife begged him to
go. When people at the lodge try
to talk to Charlie, however, he
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remains silent: he is terribly shy,
depressed about his wife's illness,
and cannot find the words to
reply. Froggy claims that Charlie
cannot talk because he is a "foreigner" from an exotic country,
and does not understand English.
Taking the explanation that
he's a non-English speaker as

fact, the lodge's guests quickly
begin talking and revealing their
secrets. Charlie soon discovers
scandals among some of those
guests.
Admission to the production
is $5 for adults and $3 for K-12
students. Meade School District
activity tickets will be honored.

Vocal music concert is Oct. 26
Almost 110 students involved in the vocal music program at
Sturgis Brown High School will present a fall concert at 7 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 26, at the Sturgis Community Center Theatre.
Performing will be members of the high school Concert Choir,
Girls Chorus, Singers and Voce Bella. The SBHS students who have
been selected for All-State Chorus will also be performing.
The director is Bart Torbert.
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This Old School House
Meade
Independent
School
District #101
Dec. 12, 1972, meeting:
The board discussed class
loads and crowded facilities at
the elementary level and in certain high school wood shop classes. Quarterly reports indicate that
the enrollment in Meade #101
was increased by 61 students
since the official reporting date of
Sept. 8. The total enrollment as of
Nov. 3 is 2,856. Class loads in
grade 3 and grade 6 now average
32-34 students.
Feb. 15, 1973, meeting:
Vocational Director Dean
McNenny reported the open
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Meade School District 46-1
1230 Douglas Street
Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Phone: 605.347.2523 x3
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the contents of this publication
should be directed to the editor.
This publication can be found on
the district website:
www.meade.k12.sd.us/index.php/communications/intouch
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house response at the vocational
facilities. He stated good attendance from students visiting from
other school districts.
He reported enrollment within
the adult education evening
classes commencing Jan. 30,
1973, to be: women's physical
education, 36; cake decorating,
10; welding, 16; crafts, 19; interior
and exterior design, 16; typing,
12; upholstery, 10; and electronics, 5.
April 10, 1973, meeting:
Ed Nagel, Area 5 VocationalTechnical student, presented the
district with one check in the
amount of $1,5000 payable to the
Band Uniform Fund; and a second check in the amount of $300
payable to the District's regular
general fund as rent for Grunwald
Auditorium.
The payments as per contracted lease agreement between
the School Board and student
entertainment committees from
the Area 5 Vocational Technical
School, School of Mines and
Technology, National College of
Business, and Black Hills State
College for concert presentation
by the musical group Rare Earth
on March 28, 1973.
Dec. 11, 1973, meeting:
Principal Worth outlined a limited athletic program for girls that
will provide for basketball and volleyball during the fall, gymnastics
during the winter, and track in the
spring.

Aug. 13, 1974, meeting:
Principal Musilek described
instances of vandalism to the
school buildings at Piedmont and
recommended the Piedmont custodian live on site. Motion by [Earl]
McPherson, seconded by [Carl]
Wahl and carried unanimously that
a site and utilities be provided for
the housing of a custodian on the
site of the Piedmont Elementary
School.
March 4, 1975, special meeting:
Board members met jointly
with the City Council and city
Planning Commission to discuss
long-range building plans of the
school district; in particular, the
need for replacement of the
Erskine Elementary School. The
board specifically requested that
the City Planning Commission
and City Council consider setting
aside 15 acres or more in the
area of the race track and municipal swimming pool in the southwest portion of the city.
No official action was taken.
June 22, 1976, meeting:
Attorney Shepard related Mr.
Feeney’s offer to sell approximately 10 acres that could be
used as an elementary school
site at Blucksberg development.
Blucksberg representatives stated the development may have as
many as 230 homes and if the
board should desire an elementary school in the area, the purchase of a site can be negotiated.
No official action was taken.
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Smarter Balanced assessment results
Results recently released by the South Dakota
Department of Education from the Smarter Balanced assessment, given to students last spring in English language arts
(ELA) and math are better than expected, with more students
reaching Levels 3 - considered the benchmark for proficiency
- and 4 in both subject areas.
The assessment results are one piece of data included in
the 2015 Report Card and one part of the School
Performance Index or SPI. The SPI consists of multiple indicators to measure a school's performance. Two distinct indexes are used: one for elementary/middle school accountability
and one for high school accountability.
"Our initial reaction is we are OK with the results," said
Meade Superintendent Don Kirkegaard. "All in all we are in
the middle of the pack, but we would rather be at the top of
the pack. We are in the process of reviewing the results and
will decide the areas to be addressed, and then address them
as soon as possible," he said.
The information on these eight pages summarizes the
results for the district and each school. To view the report
cards in their entirety, go to: http://doe.sd.gov/reportcard/listnew/
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Sturgis Brown High School

Performance Indicators
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Sturgis Williams Middle School

Performance Indicators
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Sturgis Elementary School

Performance Indicators
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Piedmont Valley Elementary School

Performance Indicators
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Whitewood Elementary School

Performance Indicators
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Enning/Union Center School

Performance Indicators
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Hereford School

Performance Indicators
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State education officials
visit machining classroom
Career and Technical Education (CTE) officials
with the South Dakota Department of Education
recently visited the Sturgis Brown High School
machinist class during their tour of Black Hills area
CTE programs.
High school students enrolled in the course,
which is taught in the Sturgis Economic
Development Corporation (SEDC) incubator building in the Sturgis Industrial Park, receive dual credits through Western Dakota Tech. Upon graduation,

this could enable them to fast track into the job market or greatly reduce the cost and training time if
they choose to further their technical education.
The school district received a state economic
development grant and matching funds for the
machines for the class and also received an additional grant from the state's Future Fund and money
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural
Development, which helped SEDC construct the
building.

Sturgis Brown High School machining instructor Cyle Miller, right, answers questions from staff of the South
Dakota Department of Education Division of Career and Technical Education during their visit to his classroom located in the Sturgis Economic Development Corporation incubator building in the Sturgis Industrial
Park. Also pictured is SBHS Assistant Principal Chad Hedderman, back center, who taught the class last year.
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Family Engagement Nights are math centered
Family Engagement Nights, the topic of which is
math, will be held at the three elementary schools
during October.
Parents in Education or P.I.E Night is the title of
the event at Sturgis Elementary School to be held
from 5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20. There will be a
question and answer session about the math curriculum, assistance with downloading and logging
into Lexia (phonics) program from home and skillleveled learning games. Pizza and pie will be
served.

Whitewood Elementary School’s event, Math
Tales, will also be 5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20. Staff
will demonstrate how they incorporate literature in
their teaching of math skills and concepts. Supper will
be served.
Counting Our Way to Success will be held from
6-7:30 p.m. Thursday Oct. 22, at Piedmont Valley
Elementary School. Math activity centers will be set
up for students and their parents. Activities will also
incorporate the use of iPads and Macbooks. A light
supper will be served from 6-6:30 in new gym.

Meade School District Calendar for 2015-16
The following is the approved calendar for the 2015-16 school year. Any snow days will be made up by
adding additional days at the end of the school calendar. Furthermore, Feb. 15 (Presidents’ Day), March 11
(Spring Break), and March 28 (Easter Monday) could be used as make-up days at the discretion of the
Meade School Board upon recommendation of the superintendent.

Parent-Teacher Conferences:

Parent-Teacher Conferences:

High School: 4-7 p.m.

Oct. 5, 2015

Middle School: 4-7 p.m.

Oct. 6, 2015

Middle School: 4-7 p.m.

Feb. 8, 2016

High School:4-7 p.m.

Feb. 9, 2016

Middle & High Schools: 4-7 p.m. Feb. 11, 2016
Elementary Schools: 4-7 p.m. Oct. 6, 2015

Presidents’ Day
All Schools: 4-7 p.m.

(no school)

Feb. 15, 2016

Oct. 8, 2015
Parent-Teacher Conferences:

Inservice Day

Oct. 9, 2015

(no school)

Native Americans’ Day

(no school)

Oct. 12, 2015

Elementary Schools: 4-7 p.m. Feb. 23, 2016
Elementary Schools: 4-7 p.m. Feb. 25, 2016

Thanksgiving Vacation (no school)

Nov. 25-27, 2015

Inservice Day

Dec. 4, 2015

Spring Break

Dec. 23-Jan.1

Good Friday/Easter Monday

Mar. 25-28,2016

Jan. 15, 2016

Graduation

May 22, 2016

Jan. 18, 2016

Last Day of School

May 24, 2016

(no school)

Christmas Vacation

(no school)

Inservice Day

(no school)
(no school)

(no school)

Inservice Day

(no school)

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
(no school)

October 2015

Mar. 10, 2016
Mar. 11, 2016

In Touch
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Directory for Meade School District
Schools
Rural Schools
Bev Rosenboom, principal............................269-2264
Atall....................................................985-5916
16375 Atall Road, Union Center, S.D. 57787
Elm Springs.......................................798-2492
21309 Elm Springs Road, Wasta, S.D. 57791
Enning................................................985-5364
Highway 34 Box 22, Enning, S.D. 57737
Hereford.............................................985-5380
15998 Cross S Road, Hereford, S.D. 57785
Opal....................................................748-2426
18010 Opal Road, Opal, S.D. 57765
Union Center.....................................985-5367
1700 Highway 34, Union Center, S.D. 57787
Office..................................................985-5532
Piedmont Valley Elementary School
16159 Second Street, Piedmont, S.D. 57769
Ethan Dschaak, principal..............................787-5295
Sturgis Brown High School
12930 E. Highway 34, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Toll-free 1-888-568-3514
Pete Wilson, principal....................................347-2686
Chad Hedderman, assistant principal...........347-2686
Mike Paris, activities director.........................347-4487
Academy............................................347-9349
Sturgis Elementary School
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Chantal Ligtenberg, principal........................347-2386
Dave Olson, assistant principal.....................347-2386
Sturgis Williams Middle School
1425 Cedar Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Toll-free 1-888-567-8274
Ann Nonnast, principal..................................347-5232
Dave Olson, assistant principal.....................347-5232
Whitewood Elementary School
603 Garfield, Whitewood, S.D. 57793
Bev Rosenboom, principal............................269-2264

Superintendent
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Don Kirkegaard........................................347-2523 x2
Toll-free 1-877-522-6251
Business Manager
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Brett Burditt..............................................347-2523 x1
. Toll-free 1-877-522-6251
Buildings and Grounds
12940 E. Highway 34, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Cody King, maintenance foreman.................347-2649
Communications Office
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Kristine Hubbard......................................347-2523 x3
Curriculum and Technology
1610 Fulton Street, Sturgis**
Jeff Ward, director.........................................347-4454
Food Service
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Joe Schaffer, director....................................347-3601
Nurses’ Office
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Marcia Potts..................................................347-2610
School Social Worker
1121 Ball Park Road, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Ginger Johnson............................................347-2386
Special Services
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Chrissy Peterson, director........................347-2523 x4
Deb Kerstiens, assistant director..............347-2523 x4
Harlow’s School Bus Service
2237 West Sherman, Sturgis, S.D. 57785
Andy Ellingsen, transportation manager.......347-5066
Woodle Field
600 Woodland Dr., Sturgis**.........................347-2003
**Not a mailing address

