School Board Meeting
January 10, 2022

5:30 PM

What’s happening:
We are wrapping up the first semester, which will conclude on Friday, January 14th.
We will administer the semester tests in the last three days of the semester. The National
Guard will host their “I Hate Winter Days” in the afternoon on the last day of tests to
celebrate the end of the first semester. They provide pizza and have activities for students
who want to stick around after taking their final examination. Later that Friday, we will host
the annual Snoball Dance, put on by the Student Council.
The juniors took the National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC) test before winter
break. Official results are not back. Coleen Keffeler, who administered the test, was very
pleased with how our students performed on the test as she has preliminary . I will have
results in February on how our students did on this test. This test is given to the juniors every
year.
Our activities are in full swing. Speech and Debate have been traveling to
competitions almost every Friday and Saturday and are having great results. They have
finished in 1st place in multiple contests and many students are being recognized for their
work.
The Drama Department started preparing for their One Act plays. They will have their
local performances on January 28 & 29 and compete in the state competition on February
4-5 in Rapid City.
Our winter sports programs, wrestling, and girls and boys basketball are in their busiest
times of the season and are working hard in the practice room so they can compete at their
best. To be better prepared, they are also doing the Benson workouts with in-season
workouts.
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With the New Year and holidays over the Buildings and Grounds department has several new things in
store. Snow removal has been minimal, but the crew has done fantastic coming in over the holiday to
make sure all was ready to start school.
We have had a run-on water heaters and over the break had to install one at STEL and one in the Ag
building at SBHS. We had a boiler in the Academy at the SBHS that had to be installed due to the old one
leaking and uncertifiable. The secondary boiler was not able to maintain the proper temperature for the
whole building.
We are in the process of looking at the Buildings and Grounds department to see how we can become
more efficient for the district and maybe at restructuring departments.
The Capital Outlay process is starting to take shape and we are excited to see what projects and direction
the Board will lead us on these. The department has been making several calls to contractors and have
been trying to solidify prices.
The Buildings and Grounds department has been in contact with architects to start looking to the future on
growth and preliminary possibilities. It is exciting to see the area grow. We hope to be prepared with
facilities as needed. The RFP for a CMAR is due on January 4th and the Williams Building renovation bids
are due on the 6th. We are excited on to see how we can improve the district.
The custodial department is preparing for a busy winter sports season and we are ready to provide the
community with a safe, sanitary, and great season.
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Re: Meade 46-1 School Board Report
From: Jeff Ward, Curriculum and Technology Director
Subject: January 2022 Board Report
The South Dakota Department of Education conducts a K-12 Accreditation Review for school districts
every five years. Meade School District is scheduled for its next five-year accreditation review during the
2022-2023 school year.
Components of this process include the following:
The school district will verify
Notification for Public School Exemption
Student Certified Birth Certificates
Student Immunization Records
Certified Staff Background Checks
The school district will provide the following assurances
Classified Staff Background Checks
Open Enrollment Documentation
Kindergarten Requirements
Student Record-Secure Storage
Graduation Requirements
Character Development Instruction
The school district will show evidence of the following
Waivers of Administrative Rule
National Motto
School Improvement Plan
Personal Learning Plan
Family Education Rights and Privacy Act
Safety Plan/Emergency Plan
Emergency Drills Documentation
Bullying Policy Requirements
Policy On Use of Restraint and Seclusion
Online Courses
Teaching to State Content Standards
Teacher Evaluation
Principal Evaluation
The South Dakota Department of Education will verify the following
School Calendar
Proper Certification
The SD DOE provided two trainings in December for districts that have reviews over the next two years.
Meade has requested that its review take place in January, February or March 2023. Once the date is set,
Meade will have access to the online Accreditation Reporting System and may begin uploading
documents to satisfy the requirements above. Upon satisfying all requirements for accreditation, a
confirmation letter is sent along with a certificate of accreditation. Districts not satisfying all of the
requirements will be given three months to remedy any deficiencies. Districts not meeting this timeline,
will be placed “On Probation” which does appear on the SD DOE website.

Rhonda Ramsdell, Director * 605-347-3601 * Rhonda.ramsdell@k12.sd.us

Date: January 5, 2022
To: Mr. Don Kirkegaard and School Board Members
Subject: School Board Report
National Pizza Week is January 10-14 so we are putting our chef hats on to create
some variations on the theme! Menu items include Pizza Wheels (homemade
bagel pizzas), Fiestadas (Mexican pizza or tostada), homemade BBQ Chicken
Flatbreads and Queso Pizza Burgers!
Supply chain issues are easing up somewhat with the Christmas break giving
packing plants time to catch up with demand. Our freezers are bursting at the
seams now and that is a welcome change.
We are now only one person short of being fully hired as of today. The theme of
our days for the next few months will be job training and staff development.
Respectfully submitted,
Rhonda Ramsdell
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To: Don Kirkegaard
From: Ethan Dschaak
Re: Board Report
Date: 1.10.22

Current School Enrollment:
We currently have 531 students attending school at Piedmont Valley Elementary. Last year at
this time we had an enrollment of 515. It is nice to see the continued steady growth of student
population at Piedmont Valley Elementary. As our community continues to grow in the valley it
will be important to continue to consider options to have our school grow with the community.
Town Hall Conversation:
On Thursday, Dec. 16th I attended a town hall meeting at Stagebarn Middle School in order to
discuss options for PVE as our area continues to grow. Mr. Kirkegaard led the discussion and
focused on ways to address school size and the challenges of increased student population. This
was very informative and it was great to see the community and school come together to address
the continued challenges of growth.
12th Annual PVE Staff Ugly Sweater & Interesting Ornament Contest:
On Tuesday, Dec. 21st the staff at Piedmont Valley Elementary continued its tradition of hosting
a staff Ugly Sweater & Interesting Ornament Contest. This event has been a part of the PVE
tradition for a number of years and is something the staff and students both enjoy. It was neat to
have the opportunity to congregate and visit in a less stressful environment.
Students of the Month:
During the month of December students are selected for Student of the Month based on
Compassion.
Second
Hudson Tobin.
Kinley Baldwin
Emerson Clemmons
Jackson Donley
Brianna Morehead
Frank Halter
Grayson Baker
Jaina Plunkett

Lincoln Odegaard
Addyson Hults

Third
Hunter Sudbeck
Edwin Brown
NaTallia Elliott
Lillianna Kitchens
Owen Shull.
Sawyer Pitts.
Valentina Sanchez
Isaac Hale.
Reed Claymore

Fourth
Ruby Reed
Carter Johnson
Riley Burdick
Johanna Storm
Kyson Williams
Charlotte Bult
Nathan Stetser
Easton Terlop

Savannah Weishaar
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To: Mr. Don Kirkegaard
From: Chantal Ligtenberg
Re: December 2021 Board Report

Gratitude: In our November “House” meetings, our focus extended from the message from
our Veteran’s Day assembly. Students and staff showed local entities our gratitude for their
service to our community with appreciation letters. Additionally, the first trimester student
council had a great schoolwide food drive. These students had the opportunity to transport
these items on the bus to our local food pantry in early December.
December House Meeting: Students will come together in their “Houses” on December 17th
to learn about holidays around the world.
Music Program: The third and fourth grade students will have their music programs on
December 16th at 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. at the Grunwald gym.
Noetic Math Competition Results:
Team Winner and National Honor Roll: Lincoln Sigman, Ava Williams, Jaxton
Clement, Israel McKay, Lily Meunier and Lucas Snyder
National Honor Roll: Jace Cochran, Sekoya Burshia, Monroe Bailey, Jaxten Wilson,
Rachel SperlingJeff Leonhardt, Braylee Blakeman, Oliver Voigt, JoLei Avery, Mason
Maag, Liam Eixenberger
National Honorable Mention: Nora Osberg, Izaak Weyer, Hayden Bey
Team Achievement Award: 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade
Scholars of the Month: (Students selected based on “Character Count” traits the
student is exhibiting)
KINDERGARTEN:
Parker Christensen
Sydney Key
Kyler Mares
Levi Harwood
Isaac Burggraff

FIRST GRADE:
Thaddeus Hoff
Blaisely Haugen
Trevor Proefrock
Sophie Richter
Harper Williamson

THIRD GRADE:
Reace Findley
Blain McGillivray
Greyson Fields
Nora Osberg
Harry Bruce

FOURTH GRADE:
Ashtin Crosby
Sophie Tveidt
Bronwyn Barnhart
Brinley Christenson
Mason Geigle

SECOND GRADE
Brielle Lane
Ava Williams
Makai Dennison
Adalynn Delbridge
Aubrey Joachim

To:
From:
Re:

School Board Members
Chrissy Peterson
January 2022 Board Report

Happy New Year!
The Special Services office has been extremely busy gathering needed
information for the mandated “Child Count.” The state requires all types of
information on students who have disabilities. As of December 1, the total
number of students that are in special education and on active Individual
Education Plans is 466. This is an increase of twenty-eight students. For each
student on an IEP as of December 1, money is allocated per their disability. The
less severe disabilities generate $6,300 per student and the severest of disabling
categories generate $33,125 per student.
As we prepare for the SD Math, Science English/Language Arts state
assessment, it is still required that all students be tested regardless of their
ability. Students with significant cognitive disabilities that have an IQ below 70
are tested with an alternative assessment called the Multi-State Alternate
Assessment based on Core Content Connectors. Special Education teachers
have been trained to administer this assessment. 21 students from Meade
School District will be assessed in the spring of 2022 using this alternate
measure.
Sturgis Rally Charities Foundation made its yearly donations to organizations of
the Sturgis area. Our nursing staff received $5,000 for the dental mobile unit!
This will pay for two weeks of the dental bus which has amazing, far-reaching
effects and benefits for our students.
I have an opportunity to go to Pierre on February 1st and 2nd. I will attend the
Delegate Assembly, the Outstanding Administrators Banquet, and a SDCASE
meeting as well as go the Capitol since this time is during the legislative session.
Special Services is off to a GREAT start to the new year!

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: David Olson
Subject: January Board Report
Date: 1/6/22
Starbase
6th grade students at SMS have been given the opportunity to participate in Starbase 2.0
this year. This is an after-school activity in which students could sign up for to participate
in STEM activities. This program will end in mid-January, and Starbase will again offer
their program to the 5th grade classes during the school day.
Band Concert
SMS students will be performing their first band concert of the year in the commons area
of SMS on Thursday, February 3rd at 6:00 PM.
FLL State Competition
Our SMS First Lego League team qualified for the state competition which will be held
in Sioux Falls on January 22nd.
Drama Production
Carol Waider has taken over as our drama coach, and has started practice for the
production that will be performed at the Sturgis Community Center on March 3rd & 4th.
Food Baskets
The Student Council’s Thanksgiving meal fundraiser was so successful, they were able to
purchase supplies to provide students in need food baskets for Winter break. The baskets
consisted of simple food staples (cereal, mac and cheese, bread, milk, etc.) in which
students could make meals throughout the break.
Students of the Month
5th Grade
Grit: Tyra Williamson
Curiosity: Ella Torno
Responsibility: Elissa Vallette
Kindness: Kannon Page
Compassion: Adelynn Whitman

6th Grade
Grit: Tyler Bunch
Curiosity: Hailey Scott
Responsibility: Liam Unterbrunner
Kindness: Kohlee Herringer
Compassion: Gordon Larson

7th Grade
Grit: Amatiel Tibbits
Curiosity: Ryker Peterson
Responsibility: Kyerlan Kaski
Kindness: Vern Halter
Compassion: Jazzy Brekke

8th Grade
Grit: Peyton Anderson
Curiosity: Caeden Whealy Rose
Scooper: Celca Manzano
Stallion: Lucy Hamer
Compassion: Kaitlyn Brown
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“WE ARE AN EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO EMBRACING LEARNING, INSPIRING INDIVIDUALITY, AND
EMPOWERING STUDENTS.”

”

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: Chad Hedderman SWMS/SIS Principal

Angel Tree
Students from SWMS raised $1500 to purchase gifts
for family in need in the Sturgis area! Way to go
Scoopers!!
Other Items:
•

•

•
•
•
•

7th/8th grade Boys Basketball has
started and are excited for the
upcoming season.
Mrs. Hill and drama has started
practicing with the production to take
place at the Community Center on
February 17th & 18th.
5h & 6th Grade students from TAG won
the Noetic math contest.
Mrs. Albrecht received a Donors
Choose for materials in her classroom.
Mrs. Sandness has started a Chess club
that meets once a month in the library.
After School Program is every Tuesday
and Thursday from 3:15-5:30.

Mrs. Serbousek accepts gift donations from
Indian Motorcycles. They donated
shirts/pants/shoes and gifts (including
skateboards) for 10 SWMS students!! Thank you
for your generosity!!

Students from each
grade enjoy a
bowling reward for
producing the most
Thanksgiving
baskets!

Doughnuts and Dancing
Teachers and students enjoyed doughnuts and
dancing in the morning before Christmas
break.

