Welcome back
to school
September Newsletter
Whitewood Elementary

Ms. Rost’s Second Grade News
Wow! The first month of school has really flown by! I think we are all kind of getting settled
into our new school routine. We have 17 students in our class this year. We gained 4 new
students and have lost 2 new ones as well. We would like to welcome new students, Daxton and
Grayson, and welcome back Lila and Ethan! There are 13 boys and 4 girls in our class.
We have been busy learning what second grade is all about. The biggest difference is that
this is the first year that students have their own desks! They are enjoying having their own
space and it is really helping out as we try to social distance.
The beginning of the year usually has us busy with giving multiple assessments so that we
can have a better idea of where your child is academically in reading and math so that we can
make a plan of instruction about where we need to go and what things maybe need a little more
attention. You will find out more about this information at conference time.
In social studies we have been learning about the history of the United States and the
Constitution. We are also learning what it means to be a good citizen. We will be starting science
very soon.
In Language Arts the students have been learning how to quietly read, write, and work
independently while I work one-on-one with students or in small groups. We do a lot of large
group instruction as well.
We are in our 3rd year of our new math curriculum. I have noticed already that the students
learned a lot from how things were introduced in first grade, so that makes things a little easier
for myself and them! We have spent the past few weeks learning different strategies to add and
subtract.
Once again, students will use a single sign-on program called Clever to access Lexia,
Dreambox, Reading Wonders, Math, and Social Studies. I did send a copy of their badge the first
week of school. If you have a device (tablet or laptop), your child is welcome to work on Lexia
and Dreambox at home.
Reminders:
• Remind your child to return their
book bags with Library books on
Tuesdays to exchange books on
Wednesdays.
• P.E. shoes for Wednesday and
Friday.
• Please check your child’s take home
folder/planner for important
messages and to go over their
classroom work.
Birthdays:
We celebrated Matthew, DaVahn, and
Sucre’s birthdays this month. Happy
Birthday!!

September activities:
• Patriot’s Day~ September 11th
• Constitution Day~ September 17th
• Johnny Appleseed’s birthday~
Celebrated September 24th
Upcoming Events:
•
•
•
•

Friday, October 1st: Early release 1:00 for homecoming
October 12th and 14th : ParentTeacher Conferences:- 4-7 PM. Watch
for a note to come home.
Friday, October 8th: No schoolTeacher Inservice
Monday, October 11th : No school—
Native American Day

September News from 4th Grade

Math
We started the year off with place value and rounding
numbers to a specific place value. We are now reviewing
addition and subtraction and becoming familiar with word
problems.

Reading and English Language Arts
We’ve started the year reading fairy tales and fables as well as
realistic fiction. We are also working on constructing sentences and
paragraphs. For spelling, we are working to perfect our cursive
writing.

Social Studies
Our focus in social studies is on South Dakota
history. We started by learning about longitude
and latitude and reading different types of maps.
This week we took a look at the South Dakota
map and learned how to find information on this map.

Science
We started the year off learning about living things.
We learned how the human hand and eyes work and
built a model of both. Then we looked at different
living things, both plants and animals, under the microscope.

What We’ve Been Learning:
Our school year is off to a great start! Here’s
what we’ve been learning so far this year!
Math:
• Exponents
• Decimal Place Value
• Addition and Subtraction of Decimals
Reading:
• We’ve read many stories so far!
• Skills: Sequencing, Cause & Effect,
Problem & Solution, Story Structure
Writing:
• We’ve been working on our Personal
Narrative “Ouch” writing about a time
we’ve gotten hurt!
Science:
• Technology & Engineering
Social Studies:
• September 11 Remembrance Day
• Constitution Day

Important Upcoming Dates
Early Release
• Friday, October 1 – 1:00 for
homecoming
No School
• Friday, October 8
• Monday, October 11
Parent Teacher Conferences
• October 12 and October 14
• I will contact you to set up times
Fall Festival Party
• October 29
• I will contact you at a later date
with party details.

Grades

We also completed our NWEA Map Testing in
the month of September.

October Birthdays:
Addie- October 12
Madi- October 25

Just a reminder that 5th Grade students
receive letter grades. I will be going
over their current grades at
conferences. You can log into Infinite
Campus at any time to access your
child’s grades. Please contact the
school for more information regarding
Infinite Campus.

Interventions
September 2021
Intervention Specialist Anne Rochelle

7 Super Things Parents
& Caregivers Can Do
1. Talk often with your children from the
day they are born.
2. Hug them, hold them, & respond to their
needs & interests.
3. Listen carefully as your children
communicate with you.
4. Read aloud to your children every day,
even when they are babies. Play & sing
with them often.
5. Say “yes” & I love you” as much as you say
“no” & “don’t.”
6. Ensure a safe, orderly, & predictable
environment, wherever they are.
7. Set limits on their behavior & discipline
them calmly, not harshly.

